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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (K) — Three NMUm wm kfltod md IS 
N«td wfeta vbn m tou ted a* a My (nd it the Iir«(i«oipW 
Wat Bmak sxwfUi b ddtwct thh week, PitrWWwi iriit Friday. Chato 
add aJy after MatMa fra arty vMffi aond hi t» aflat i 
trace a da Mrtha Wat Bak rihp a t Anboarii near Jail, 
rrriilrf aid. The dbpate centred a momtj mi property, they ail ft 
ht^M hctMtu two men tram Ac aria vBflfc da, the A1 Sadi md AI 
Hq) Baa IMfa, but pfcfcty ttfrifed aat of the <0t fafcafatowta. 
At(Baatt factaoai xoaag aai Iwcmm fanraaiqty Tiokat, they add, and 
Farms A1 Saadi, 24, and Me brother Abdal Bahaaa, 22, were fcfltod, 
aBcftdty br aeabo* «f the Al Etaj Bom Mty. Fam A1 Eba Haaia, 
64, the rilin head end patriarch of the opp ud ug dm, nt riao kScd fa 

thcB^dfait,ftcyaM.Wl ! a eaaa W riJcAai« ,totaykawm>ctlfi«tyof 

the PiWftnhai upri si ng, were now patroBng Anbottadi, ebed do g 

identity carda of people wtiMwg to enter the village, to pr e ve n t ftir tber 
- -» ■ 
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OBJ probes forged* 

JD 20 bill 

AMMAN (J.T.1 — The Central 
Bank of Jordan (CM said Tburv 
day that it was jgvcatupiting fresh 
reports about foiled Jordanian 
currency found in the . occupied 
Gaza Stop “and will deal with foe 
problem in co op eration wish 
■security auth o riti es.” A bank 
statement, which r a r pa in the 


forged JD 20 biOa m the 
said that a staBar foscoveiy was 
m ad e there four years ago when 
JD 20 bills were brought to the 
Kingdom from re dde n s of the 
occupied West Bank. The CBJ 
statement said that da Israeli 
authorities were whipping op 
propaganda c a m p ii gw* against 
the Jordanian eco no m y to spread 
fears among Thlorimas* who 
trade in Jartnanan currency. Any 
citizen can easBy dpeem me dif- 
ference between the genuin e arid 
forged bank notes as the contrast 
are quite obvious to aH, the 
bank’s statement added. It said 
that the reports about the discov- 
ery of the forged curren cy were 
published in I oaefi and West 
Bank press and broadcast by 
Israeli rafoo which tends tothrow 
suspicion and sow seeds of fear 
among Palestinians about die 
Jordanian currency. 


Jordan, Guatemala 
set up formal tie* 

AMMAN (Petra) — - Jordan rind 
1 ona P«fe Guatemala have signed an agree- 
ment providSng fe establishing 
m a hit diplomatic relations. Foreign 
k intent Ministry said, ft added that foe 
bilk* -id agreement, going into effect Jam 
oogh it. \ 31, provides far nonresident <H- 
s madeftiu ptomatic representation. ■ 
at of Pat. . ... 
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4 killed In Kah«mlr 

SRINAGAR, India (R) At 
^ least four people were killed and 


urialtfe^ 
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least four people were killed and 
nine injured Fridaywben para- 
5ldmg rcap military police fired on demon- 
nramiwt strators in troubled Kashmir, 
nMtouiE where India s trying to stanmout 
be jrier. Tkp a secessionist movement. Pwa» 
cted vK»rfi military police in the town of 
ine and b- Sopore, SO kilometres from Sri' 
pedestmrf nagar, fired into a stone-throwing 
-eddmgta? crowd, laffingfonr persons c® the 
gcomjtoB spot and sending six others to the 
sed inaBjfc hospital with bullet wounds, 
avs in the police and hospital sources said. 
este. 1 ^* 
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^ Ufe sentence for 
n justed Ceausescu aides 

sambefi* 5 BUCHAREST re) _ Four top 
aides to executed Romanian dio- 
avtfi Jf. tator N* 00 * 3 ® Ceanscscu were 
1 *1° ' sentenced to life imprisonment by 
&0 a Bucharest military tribunal Fri- 
, day. Fonner Interior Munster 
■S (AP) . Tudor Pastelmcn, fonner Deputy 
Satnii iyD^ Premier Ion Dinca, Ceausescu 
compel deputy Enril . Bobu send Manea 
cancer,^ Manesco, previously foe vice- 
tejySBS* 5 president, were jafled and dep- 
gaa infi** rived of their crvjl rights and. 
"Tuesfef-^ personal wealth. 

BiKf ^ 

Baker to testify to 
Soviet panel 

WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 

1 Secaretmy of State James Baker 

will make history by testifying 
^ before a co mmi t te e of the Sop- 
rexne Soviet during ins vsszt to 
^jjf Moscow next week, a State De- 
partment official said Friday. The 
35 official said.Baker would appear 

before the. SnpRmre Soviets In- 
ternational Affairs Committee 
„ Saturday, Feb. 10. He would 
’make a 10-minute opening state- 
. ment and then answer committee 

** members’ questions. “This is un- 

,-HjeS) precedented,” the official said. 
10 He said Baker would answer on 

^ stf- ^ any subjects put to han. - 

: 1 1 gp! 

jS;jf Zhivkov hospltailsed 

i 2 5 ?5 SOFIA (R) — Bnlgaria’s de- 
i 2 d !p» posed Commnmst leader Todor 
[ $ F Zhivkov, awaiting trial for mis- 
S^JsJiule after befog onsfed last 
i 9* 5 J November, was admitted to hosr 
8 2 »* 25 pita] Friday aod^ -placed under. 
[ & i 1 mtensiVe care, the ofBdal BTA 
5 50 J s5 news agency sad. Bnlgarian an- 
o 32 i ^/. Jboritics earfier Friday denied 
s 5? dp Jji 'rumours that Zhivkov, 78, was 
8 S tf deafo “Bulgaria's former leader 
1 so jsj Todor Zhivkov was moved today 
a * to a hospital wheie^ he * leader 
e * bouse arrest and constant mefocal 

a ^ t 7 ^. observation,!* BTA srid- ft fod 
® 3 i not report lus~ixie(hdU(xm(fitkm. 


De Klerk legalises 
ANC, promises early 


King 

lauds 


release for Mandela press 


CAPE TOWN (Agencies) — 
President T.W. de Klcrfc Friday 
legaSscd the African Nationfll 
Coogress (ANC) after 30 years of 
gnerriflg war against white rule 
and said imprisoned ANC leader 
Netan Mandela would soon be 
free. 

The president abo scrapped 
other res tri c ti ons on opposition 
activity in a bid to draw foe ANC 
too negotiations on a new con- 
stimtion. 

De Klerk’s speech to partiar 
meat reversed accedes of ruSng 
National Party poScy and farther 
eroded foe apartheid system of 
facial segregation and political 
dominance by the white minority. 
. Tlmmgs of bladrs carrying ban- 
ner surged too city streets to 
ce leb rat e the legsteamon of foe 
ANC. Blade activists, white 
bsanessmen and foreign govern- 
ments praised what they ctmed de 
Klerk** courage. 

The ANC said the speech 
“goes a tong way to creating foe 
ctimate conducive to negotia- 
lions,** but efid not indicate im- 
mediately how soon its eriled 


leaden would take the opportun- 
ity to fetmrn home and begin 
above-ground political activity. It 
also called for Mandela's immedi- 
ate release. 

In South Africa, anti-apartheid 
leader Archbishop Desmond 
Torn said; “My hnrnediate gut- 
levd reaction is positive and I want to 
com m e nd him (de Klerk) ... we 
seem to be on the way to a new 
South Africa.” 

British Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher eaOed the speech 
*a historic landmark” and said 
Mandela should be released im- 
mediately. Hie European Com- 
munity (BC) also welcomed the 
promise to release Mandela. 

De Klerk, in the nationally 
broadcast address, gave no date 
for Mandeb’s release, saying a 
“further shoot passage of time** 
was necessary. 

He tbkl the opening session of . 
parliament he would lift bans or 
restrictions on more than 60 
opposition groups; tree most pris- 
oners jailed for belonging to 
these groups; declare a morator- 
ium on executions; and scrap 


Abu Odeh: Arab summit 
should study Soviet influx 


AMMAN (J.T.) — IBs Majesty 
King, Hussein*! PQfitical Advisor 
Adrian Abo Oddi has called for 

to face the dangerous eonse^u- 
eaces of Soviet Jewish e mi g ratio n 
to -the Xsroeti-occhpted West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“This summit must 
that Washington stop providing 
financial aid designed to help 
Israel absorb new hnnngrants arid 
to open U.S. doors before Soviet 
Jews,** Abu Odeh said in an 
in t ervi e w with London-based 
paper A1 Hayah published 
Thursday. 

Abn Odeh warned Soviet Jew- 
ish emigration had dangerous 
consequences for Jordan, the 
West Bank, and the Gaza Strip 
and stressed that Jordan and the 


Palestine Liberation Oi^anisa- 
tion (PLO) could do nothing ab- 
out it bat lodge protests. 

Noting that an Arab summi t 
.tarmac p r e ssure Moscow to stpp 
foe eangntioh, Abu Odeh _ called 
for provifog the Palestinian* in 
tire occupied territories -with 
necessary aid. He also expressed 
belief that Soviet Jewish emigra- 
tion would strengthen Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir's 
.petition and justify his refusal to 
withdraw from tire occupied terri- 
tories. 

The Palcstmian-U.S. dialogue, 
Abu Odeh said, “will not exceed, 
in its best forms, a meeting be- 
tween Palestinian and Israeli 
delegations in Cairo.” 

Abn Odeh also called for Arab 
dialogue with the new leaders in 
Eastern Europe. 


most of the restrictions imposed 
during more than three years of a 
state of emergency. 

These wore foe main steps de- 
manded by Mandela and the 
ANC as preconditions for nego- 
tiations on a new constitution that 
would end the blade majority’s 
exclusion from national politics. 
Mandela has offered to mediate 
such talks. 

U.S. President George Bush 
said Friday he would review U.S. 
sanctions against Sooth Africa 
with congress and called Pre- 
toria’s decision to free Mandela 
“quite positive.” 

“I think when people move in 
jre right direction, it is certainly 
time to review all policy,” Bush 
said, speaking with reporters 
aboard Air Foree One as lie flew 
to Raleigh, North Carolina, for 
an appearance . 

However, Bush indicated that 
any easing of the sanctions would 
defretocm<fe Klarkmakixiggood 
on Us promise to free Mandela. 
“We want to see the policy initia- 
tives go forward, the release of 
Mandela,” he said. 


Hospital 
staff stage 
food strike 


AMMAN OUT.) — Staff mua- 
bertflf Al B«tir Hatytol 
Friday wwt mm Ifoaffarsfrfta 
protesting Ike 

nfatmta** hfinvloinpmt 
foe quantity mi foe qaaWy of 
flood served, to them. 

Four people are currently 
served a quantity of food usaal- 
ly cu—m e d by one penon, 
sne e wBiig to hospital sources. 
They added that hospital staff 
had lodged letters of compblnt. 

A number of Bursts working 
at foe hospital saU that foe 
reduction in foe tire of meals 
served to them was adopted in 
accordance with the new <Brec- 
ttvea of foe -National Medical 
Iaatitation. 



AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein has expressed con- 
fidence and pride in the Jorda- 
nian press and said journalists 
and the Jordan Press Association 
(JPA) should be allowed to exer- 
cise their full role in serving their 
country. 

At a meeting held at A1 Nadwa 
Palace Thursday with JPA Presi- 
dent Hashem Khreisat «*wt foe 
JPA board. King Hussein 
pledged support for journalists 
and said that everything should 
be done to enable the association 
to train journalists and contribute 
to a responsible media in Jordan. 

He srid foe JPA should acquire 
its foil rights as provided by foe 
JPA law and should have its own 
headquarters where local and 
foreifpi journalists can meet. 

King Hussein asked Minister of 
Information Ibrahim twwtrfin, 
who was present at the meeting, 
to resolve all outstanding issues 
pertaining to the JPA within the 
next few weeks. 

King Hnssein was briefed by 
Khreisat about the JPA’s situa- 
tion and the role wfakfa the media 
could play in the Jordanian socie- 
ty. The King later -outlined tire 
■ role which foe media could play 
in the current phase in the Middle 
East 

He referred to the Palestine 
question and 'said that Jordan 
would remain committed to sup- 
porting the Palestinian people in 
their struggle for freedom and to 
backing foe PLO’s efforts to 
bring about a jnst^ettiemem for 
foe Palestine problem. 

“The challenges that the Arab 
Nation ami the Arab Order are 
now facing are immense and they 
require unity,” King Hnssein 
said. 

He said unity of Arab ranks 
was essential in the current Arab 
.effort to arrive at a just settle- 
ment 

“A united and strong Arab 
Nation can deal witfj foe common 
threats and can thwart Israel's 
attempts to eqpkrit world de- 
velopments for its own benefit,” 
the King said. He warned that 


£$£ Aoun^s forces attack Geagea’s base 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Re- 
negade General Mkfatil Actin' 
troops mounted a. tank attack on 
nriKna chieftain Samir Geagea’s 
seaside command in east Beirut 
Friday, despite a desperate 
appeal from Lebanon's highest 
Christian prelate to stop .“this 
mass soddde.” 

The two-pronged onslaught 
capped a fom-day ok) showdown 
for ma stery of Leban on 's' Christ- 
ian endure that left 100 people 
Hied and 450 wounded, by latest 
police count. 

Pofice raid the sttack force, 
moving behind a Howitzer cur- 
iam of 20 shells a mmole, was 
frying to storm Geagea’s head- 
miartm in foe seaside tfaxantina 
district and seize his main 
ammunition dump in nearby 
Ashr&fiyeh. . 

Two fata li ti e s and 23 of foe 
wounded fcH by shdh that ex- 
ploded in residential d hi r i ct s . of 
.west-Beirnt which has not been 
involved in foe conflict 


Geagea’s Lebanese Forces 
militia said in a communique its 
foroes were “shaking off one tank 
assault after another to pierce oar 
defences.” 

“We are standing fast and the 
general most know be is not 
allowed to wipe us out,” foe 

ftnmwminiqn e aettfati 

“Why have you gone mad? 
Why are you horning the city? 
The outcome of the battle on the 
ground can never be changed into 
your favour. Let's stop tins mass 
smdde^” the communique said. 

In another communique, the 
Lebanese Forces said comman- 
ders of Aotm’s air base atAdma, 
north of Beirut, were '‘negotiat- 
ing surrender terms with our 
forces.”' 

Adzna, foe communique said, 
has been surrounded by Geagea’s 

mflftiam^n since Thursday* 

The Lebanese Broadcrating 
Corporation, mouthpiece of 
Geagea’s militia, cafied on poli- 
tical and spiritual leaderships to 


remove Aoun from power. 

“It is a most that spiritual and 
political leaderships take over 
Aoun’s power to rescue foe socie- 
ty,” a commentary said. 

It could not be dete rmin ed 
whether the militia was seeking 
President EHas Hrawf s interven- 
tion in the current power straggle 
in the Christian enclave. 

Radio stations quoted the Sy- 
rian-backed Ebawi as telling a 
French radio station that be was 
prepared to "Intervene miKtari- 
ly” if such a move was requested 
by Geagea. 

“Stop this mass suicide,” 
Masonite Christian Church lead- 
er Nasrallah Bums Sfeir pleaded. 
But a ceasefire be sought to 
arrange at 2 p jn. (1200 GMT) 
went unheeded. 

At least 113 people have been 
killed and- 480 wounded since 
fi ghting flared Wednesday after 
Aoun ordered foe militia to lay 
down its arms. 

“We are ready to intervene... 


mffitarfly,” Hrawi told French 
radio from west Beirut “I am 
waiting for an _ appeal from 
Geagea or from bis people. Hit’s 
not tonight, it win be tomorrow.” 

Hrawi has been frying since his 
election last November to break 
Aotm's grip on the r t i r fati a n en- 
clave. 

As repeated salvos crashed in 
the sector,^ including foe Ramlet 
A1 Baida district where Hrawi has 
taken a residence, the president 
left for an unknown location, 
aides said. 

An aide, speaking on comfition 
of anonymity, said foe president 
“changed fate office' for his own 
safety.” He refined to elaborate. 

The Voice of Nation radio in- 
terrupted regular progr ammi ng 
to accuse Aram of shdting west 
Beirut. 

“The general has gone mad. 
He’s shelling west Beirut. 
Otizens are urged to head to 
underground bombshelters/* the 
announcer said. 


King denounces killing of 
Saudi diplomats in Bangkok 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majes- 
ty King Hnssein has cabled 
condolences to King Fahd of 
Arabia rat the death of 
two Saudi diplomats in Thai- 
land. In his cable the King 
termed the incident as a “ter- 
rorist crime and a flagrant 
aggression against all values 
and principles.” The King 
added that these “martyrs join, 
others who fell in defence of 
their religion, homeland and 
nation.” 

Thai pofice were Friday in- 
vestigating Thursday’s fatal 
shooting of a Saudi diplomat 
and two embassy employees. 


All three victims of the day- 
light shootings in a quiet 
southern Bangkok suburb 
worked in the consular section 
which arranges recruitment of 
thousands of Thais in labour- 
ing and service industry jobs. 

The second secretary in the 
consular section, Abdallah 
Abdul Rahman A1 Basri, was 
shot dead outside his apart- 
ment block as he returned 
from work. 

At almost exactly foe same 
time consular section staff 
member Fahd Abdullah A1 
Bahli and driver Ahmad 
Abdullah A! Seif were shot as 


they arrived at the gate of 
Fahd’s bouse less than one 
kflmetre away. 

Police said at least two gun- 
men were involved. They 
quoted witnesses as saying one 
of the gunmen appeared to be 
of Middle Eastern appearance. 

A Saudi Foreign Ministry 
statement Thursday said: 
“While expressi n g regret at 
this painful incident, the Saudi 
government... calls on the 
Thai government to shoulder 
its fall responsibilities as soon 
as possible, uncover the cri- 
minal perpetrators and bring 
them to justice.” 


House votes on budget today 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House ‘of Parliament votes 
Saturday on the main articles 
of the 1990 general budget 
after listening to the govern- 
ment’s reply to demands made 
last week by 51 deputies and 
another seven expected to be 
delivered Saturday. 

Deputies spent over 27 
hours last Saturday and Sun- 
day AAatmg foe foaft budget 
and the .Honse's Financial 
Committee's report and re- 
commendations that the 
budget be reduced by about 
JD 15 million. 

Deputies have also pre- 
sented the government with 
demands of their resp e cti ve 
districts, mostly ce nt euiig on 
Bdnrimsfrative changes, land 
allocation problems, water, 
environment, road construc- 
tion, health, education, youth 
and culture, refugee camps, 
electricity and energy, agricul- 
ture and commumcathms as 
well as calls by Islamist de- 
puties for more mosques and 


religious facilities. 

Although the content of the 
g o v e rn m ent's reply to the de- 
puties’ demands has not yet 
been made available to the 
press, observers expect the 
government to indicate that 
many of these demands are 
beyond the limits of the prop- 
osed austerity budget. 

The proposed JD 1.05 bil- 
lion austerity budget already 
places great pleasure on many 
government departments and 
ministries who dispatched rep- 
resentatives to die House last 
week to ensure that no further 
cuts are proposed by the 
Financial Committee or de- 
puties, said a parliament 
observer. 

. The government is also ex- 
pected to present foe House 
srifo the budgets' of several 
public departments which 
were notinduded in the gener- 
al budget such as Royal Jorda- 
nian, universities, foe Public 
Transport Corporation, foe 
Jordan Valley Authority, etc. 

The Financial Committee 
and most of the deputies have 


asked the g o ve rn ment to in- 
dude the budgets of those 
departments wuch are finan- 
cially and administratively in- 
dependent. They argued that 
foe status of these entities are 
“unconstitutional.” 

A proposal by the Financial 
Committee which observers 
say will not be approved by tiie 
House is JD 1.5 mflfion cot in 
foe JD 45 million allocation for 
the Pnbti c Security Depart- 
ment (PSD) and related orga- 
nisations. 

Several senior PSD officials 
attended last Saturday's ses- 
sion and were seen lobbying 
deputies against the proposal, 
which, according to informed 
sources, will deprive the de- 
partment of “much needed 
JD 1 minion ” 

- Last week’s budget discus- 
sions woe postponed till tins 
Saturday to accommodate two 
days of high-level Syrian- 
Joidaman talks in Amman 
Monday and Tuesday. These 
talks came under the HmbreOa 
of the joint Jordaman-Syrian 
Higher Committee. 


Omar elected JWA president 


League slams superpowers 
over Soviet Jewish exodus 

TUNIS (Agencies) — An Arab Chadfi Kfibi, was holding a two- 
Leagne official said Friday the hour meeting at the same time 
sodden increase in Soviet Jewish with Soviet envoy Gennady Tara- 
emigratien to Israel looked like sov, who has been in Tunis since 
“a duty deaf between the super- Wednesday to explain Moscow's 
powers. position on Jewish emigration to 

“AH the indications are there's the Arab League and the Pales* 
a deal between the two great tine' Liberation ..Organisation 
powers and the' victims of the deal (PLO). 

axe the Palestinian people,” PLO officials said he had given 
Mohammad A1 Faria, me Arab no ground on a PLO request that 
League’s assistant secretary- Moscow stow down foe Jewish 
general for Palestinian affairs, exodus by reintroducing stopov- 
told a news co nfer e n ce. era in Europe and reviewing the 

“There must be protest and a process if any of the emigrants 
decisive stand (from foe rest of settle in the occupied territories, 
the world) to stop this deal, this The Arab League said in a 
forty deal, which seems to have statement that Klibi told Tarasov 
been concluded between foe two that the increase in Jewish 
s u perpowers and which calls for emigration would lead to what be 
regret and condemnation,” he called “a historic disaster no less 
added. im po rt a nt than the disaster of 

The league’s secr eta ry-general, 1948,” when Israel was created. 


By Lamis K. Andooi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Poet and col- 
umnist Abdul Rahim Omar 
was Friday elected president of 
the Jordanian Writers Associa- 
tion (JWA) in the first elec- 
tions of the association since 
the cancellation two months 
ago of a 1987 martial law aider 
to dissolve the group for “poli- 
tical and security reasons.” 
“The association’s return 
was part of the national 
achievement which the Jorda- 
nian people attained in the 


democratisation era,” Omar, 
who secured 87 votes out of 
170, said in an interview after 
his election. 

Although Omar did not win 
the highest number of votes, 
he was elected president by the 
w inning 11-member c onical af- 
ter his bloc took a majority of 
six seats in the body. 

The banning of the associa- 
tion by an order issued by 
the unitary governor — then 
Prime Minister Zaid Rifai — 
in June 1987 is widely viewed 
as a prelude to foe almost 
comprehensive clampdown 


launched a year later on the 
press and writers. 

The government then ac- 
cused the association of func- 
tioning as a front fin: radical 
activists and subversives while 
officials expressed resentment 
of what they described as 
underground leftist parties' 
control over the group. 

Some officials went as far as 
churning that the association 
building, which was seated by 
notice in J une 1987, was used 


(Cautioned oa page 4) 


Petra Bank staff threaten strike 


Sana Atfyeh 

to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Serious internal 
perso nn el problems have hit 
Petra Bank almost six months 
after the bank was taken over 
by the gov ernm ent and the 
bank’s employees are thre- 
atening to strike if their de- 
mands were not met within a 
few weeks. 

In the largest meeting the 
Jordan Banking and Tn pmuw* 
Employees Association 
(JBIEA) has ever witnessed, 
more than 400 Petra Bank 
employees Thursday nnani- 


of strike recommended 
bead of the JBIEA, : 


Rashid, if their demands were 
not met. 

Late last week, a petition 
signed by 435 Petra Bank em- 
ployees was submitted to the 
prime minister, the governor 
of the Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ), die Lower House erf 
Parliament speaker and de- 
puties and the general mana- 
ger of Petra Bank. 

Although the petition de- 
manded management reforms 
by the present committee, 
which was appointed by foe 
Economic Security Committee 
(ESC) last August to replace 
the previous board of direc- 
tors, the staffs intention to 
strike was only based on their 
demands for higher wages. 


raises and better financial con- 
ditions. 

Tbe signatories asked that 
employees be represented in- 
the Bank's management com- 
mittee. The employees own 14 
per cent of the shares. 

The employees also called 
for their participation in 
efforts to bring to account 
those involved with co r r up tion 
in the bank, “no matter who 
they are because we are more 
capable and experienced for 
this participation than the 
leadership of the manage- 
ment.” 

In addition, they demanded 
that the problems faring the 

(Continued on page 4) 


U.S. -Arab trade official sees need 
for basic changes in Jordan strategy 


By Mariam Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordanian 
business comnmnity has to be- 
come a co mmuni ty of maxro- 
fectnrezs and exporters if ft 
intends to s ur v iv e and become 
economically viable, according 
to the president of the U.S.- 
Axab Chamber of Commerce, 
Jean Abinader. 

Jordanians have to take 
advantage of the economic 
ritoation in foe country at pre- 
sent to devefoperoortinaikets 
in foe U.S. and worldwide, 
Abinader, who was here on a 


five-day visit, said before leav- 
ing Jordan for the Golf 
Thursday. 

He said the devaluation of 
the Jordanian dinar bad in fact 
made Jordan “more desirable” 
from a trade perspective. “In- 
vestments are likely to go 
much further and Jordan is at 
tins point capable of compet- 


ing powers in foe Far East and 
Eastern Europe,” according to 
Abinader.' 

“If Jordan does not manu- 
facture now and ejqxnt as soon 
as possible it may end op as a 
‘commercial afterthought* in 


the business world,” be sakL 

Abinader pointed out tfat 
while many exporting coun- 
tries were striving to get a 
greater share erf the export 
quotas in the U.S. many Arab 
countries and Jordan in par- 
ticular had been nowhere near 
using up their quotas. 

The possibilities for Jorda- 
nian exports to the United 
States ate many, Abinader 
said. He cited as examples: 
processed floods (vegetables 
and fruits), juices, c num nm T 


(Coothmed «o page 4) 




Middle East News 


Sudan turns back relief 
plane for besieged town 


NAIROBI, Kenya (Agencies) — Sudanese air traffic 
controllers denied landing pennfesian Thursday to 
an aircraft ferrying emergency food to the be- 
leaguered southern Sudan town of Juba. 


"It seems the dvi 1 aviation 
people in Khartoum didn’t get 


details of the aircraft,” said Bob 
Eoepp of the Lutheran Federa- 
tion. “We got permission and 
everything.” 

Koepp said the Hercules 0130 
returned to- Kenya’s capital, 
Nairobi, in die morning. It had a 
cargo of IS tonnes of com don- 
ated by the Italian government. 

"We are at them (Sudanese) 
and hope to fly tomorrow,” said 
Koepp, whose Nairobi office is 
responsible for the Lutheran’s 
activities in sout hern Sudan. 

While the C-130 was not 
allowed to land, a Boeing 707 
leased by the Lutheran from 
Sudan Airways was permitted to 
deliver 30 tonnes of com to Juba 
Thursday, Koepp said. 

Koepp said bis organisation has 
2,500 tonnes of Italian-donated 
com awaiting delivery to Juba 
and expects to receive additional 
food from other donors soon. 

The Hercules was leased to 
increae reliability of food deliver- 
ies to Juba’s estimated 300.000 
residents, who recent evacuees 
say are prevented by armed sol- 
diers from leaving the town. 

Juba, on the west Bank of the 
White Nile River, is the largest 
town in Equatoria province. It is 


the gover nm ent troops and 
rebel southern Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLA). 

The rebels have subjected Juba 
to sporadic artiDery bombard- 
ment and have virtually cut all 
land routes to the town. 

Only the Lutherans have deli- 
vered non-Sudanese government 
food supplies to Juba since Khar- 
toum banned relief flights on 
Nov,. 3 after an informal ceasefire 
with the rebels broke down. 

Koepp said the Lutheran’s had 
been unable to satisfactorily rely 
On Sudan Airways because ‘They 
have too much business and few 
aircraft,” 

On Wednesday, Koepp asked 
the rebels and goverament troops 
“to please respect and allow the 
Hercules and its crews free and 
safe passage” but the rebels re- 
mained non-committal. 

Meanwhile the SPLA denied 
Friday reports in Khartoum’s 
government-controlled newspap- 
ers that the army had broken 
their sieges of two . southern 
towns. 

"The allegation is an attempt 
by the Khartoum government to 
raise the army morale, that had 
been badly affected by the war in 
the south,” Lam Akol, the num- 


ber three 'commander of the 
SPLA, told Reuters. 

Khartoam’seovemment news- 
papers said Thursday the army 
had broken the SPLA’s siege of 
Juba and Yei and life was return- 
ing to normal. 

The rebels have shelled Jnba 
three times in die past two weeks. 
Akol said the siege of the two 
towns was continuing “with 
ferocity,” and it was only a mat- 
ter of time before they felL 
He said anyone trying to fly a 
plane to the city’s airport “will do 
so at his own risk.” 

Akol said Sudan’s military jun- 
ta last week lifted a ban it had 
imposed on flights to the South 
last November “in order to shut- 
tle military supplies into Juba 
under the guise of relief.” 
Despite a government assur- 
ance that relief agencies could 
resume flights to both govern- 
ment and rebel-held towns, the 
civilian aviation authorities in 
Khartoum have not yet given any 
clearance for such flights. 

Akol said the government was 
preve n ti n g civilians leaving Jnba 
to use them as “a shield against, 
SPLA attacks. This is grossly 

inhuman an d niiief ho roundly 

condemned.” ’ 

Refugees .told Reuters 
Wednesday the army was pre- 
venting thousands of frighfened 
civilians from fleeing to rerbel- 
hcld territory outside Jnba to 
escape shellfire, food shortages 
and the threat .of rebel attack. 


Khartoum banker shops 
for bread in Beirut 


KHARTOUM — When Ismat 
Uzri wants to buy a few groceries, 
be takes a plane to Beirut 

“Even during the worst of the 
shelling, you could get more in 
the stores than you can get here,” 
says ti»e general manager of the 
National Bank of Sudan. Uzri 
isn’t after anything fancy. “I boy 
a lot of bread,” he says. “We 
freeze it, then I have something 
to give to my emloyees when the 
shortages come.” 

Sudan has long lived with shor- 
tages. But since last June’s milit- 
ary coup, the beleaguered Afri- 
can nation has been so beset by 
scmcities that business has mostly 
shut down. In Khartoum’s 
^jspiasdmgJndustrial. district, the 
only bustle is provided by a herd of 
goats, foraging amid piles of re- 
fuse. Most of tile factories are 
dosed, or running at a fraction of 
capacity. 

“Either the infrastructure has 


broken down or the raw materials 
aren’t available,” complains Satti 
Hakim Ali, deputy general mana- 
ger of Haggar Cigarette and 
Tobacco Factory Ltd., one of the 
few businesses still in partial- op- 
eration. Before dvfl war broke 
out in Sudan’s south, Haggar 
cigarettes were made mostly of 
home g rown tobacco. 


Now, farmers in the war-tom 
region can’t sow their fields, so 
Haggar needs to import every- 
thing. But the new government 
has brought in stringent foreign 
exchange controls, ami won’t give 
the company sufficient currency, 
to' facet its needs. The govern-' 
meat earns a 200 per cent tax on 
tfie~ sale of Haggard cigarettes,' 
“so we may be a bit luckier than 
other people,” says Ali. At least 
the factory is producing at 40 per 
cent capacity. 

— The Wall Street JonmaL 


Khomeini’s 


son urges 
hostility 
against U.S. 


NICOSIA (AP) — The late 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomemfs 
son called for continued hostifity 
a gainst America as thousands of 
Iranians gathered Thursday at 
Khomeini’s tomb to mark the 
lltii anniversary of his retur n 
from exile, Tehran Radio re- 
pented. 

In the first such a nn iversary 
since Khomeini's death on Jane 
3, Ahmad Khomeini declared 
feat his father, known as the 
imam, •‘had' OTnstahtly defied 
“global arrogance,” meaning the 
United States and its' alKes. 

“We always remain on 
the imam’s path,” be said in tile 
ceremony launching 10 days of 
celebrations for the triumph of 
Khomeini's Islamic Revolution. 


Turks in Greek town are 


still scared — Turkish envoy 


ANKARA (RJ — Ethnic Turks 
cn Greek 1 


in a northern Greek town fear to 
venture from their homes five 
days after 19 people were injured 
in dashes with Greeks, Turkey’s 
ambassador to Greece' said' 
Friday.. 

Ambassador Gunduz Aktan 
was recalled for consultations as 
relations between the two coun- 
tries dumped to their lowest since 
they nearly went to war over 
Aegean Sea rights in 1967. 

“This is the lowest point in our 
relationship since March 1967. 
We no longer believe in the good- 
will Of the Greek fcoyemmeot,” a 
senior Turkish Foreign Ministry 
official said. 

Aktan told the semi-official 
Anatolian News Agency: “The 
situation in Komotim has not 
settled fully and Turks there still 
fear to go out of their homes.” 


Foreign Ministry sources re- 
ported top-level meetings in Ank- 
ara to discuss Greece’s request 
for the recall of Ttaxkey’s consul- 
general in Komotim, Kemal Gnr. 

Turkey has indicated that it 
could respond to bis removal by 
demanding the recall of Greece’s 
consul-general in Istanbul, Tor- 
key’s commercial centre. 

Turkey said Monday’s clashes 
in iCnm n f i ni near ^ Turkish 
frontier, in. Monday’s dashes, re- 
sulted from organised mass vio- 
lence against the Turkish 
minority. 

“We know the Greeks did not 

even detain those responsible for 

the incident, let alone make 
arrests,” Aktan said. 


tection of the hnman rights of 
ethnic Tmks in Greece.- ^ 

An estimated 120,000 Muslim 
ethnic Tories live in Greece, 
which described them as Greek 
Muslims. They are remnants of 
Ottoman rule which ended in the 
region in 1913. 

Greece said Thursday it would 
iraiMU- an Gut’s recall unless he 
rh flpg*d the contorts of a letter to 
Komotim authorities referring to 


ethnic Turks' as ^fellow coun- 
trymen.” 

“The word we use for Ttins- 
men’ in Greece proved to have a 
different meaning in Greek,” 
Aldan said. “I-tfamk the Greeks 


Athens rejected both Turkish 
charges that brute force was used 


fl gaitKt e thnic Tmks and Ank- 
ara’s international appeal for pro- 


are 

word.” 

Turkey and Greece have been 
at odds for decades over issues 
Cyprus and rights in the 
Aegean Sea. 


Group threatens to blow up Ataturk Dam 


NICOSIA (AP) — A hitherto 
unknown group calling itself the 
Kurdisb-Arab Fron t against Tur- 
key th rea tened Friday to blow up 
the Ataturk Dam on tire Eup- 
hrates River “as soon as 
possible.” 

The threat, which came in a 
typ e wri tten statement in FngKah 
and Arabic mailed to the Associ- 
ated Press office from Nicosia, 
came three weeks after Turkey 
cut off much of tiie river’s .flow 
for one month to fin the dam’s 


reservoir. 

The date on the postmark was 
illegible and it was not dear when 
the statement was written. 


“We must not let Turkey finish 
an odious project: the Ataturk 
Dam,” the statement said. “We 
are ready to blow It up- Let’s 
unite our efforts to destroy it as 
soon as possible.” 

“Dear Arab brothers, let’s un- 
ite our efforts and prevent Tur- 
key from tapping the Euphrates 
on Jan. 13, 1990. Let’s address 
our protests to the OIC, the 
International Cpurt at the Hague 
and the United Nations.” 

The OIC is the Jeddah-based 
Organisation of the Islamic Con- 
ference. 

A spokeswoman for the Kur- 
dish Solidarity Committee of the 


Cyprus House of Representa- 
tives, which hosted two Knn&h 
a ctiv i sts in Cyprus earlier tins 
week, said she had never heard of 
the group. 

The two, Hassan Akin and 
Omer Hoja of the outlawed. Kur- 
dish Workers Party of Turkey, 
known as the PKK, had de- 
nounced alleged h um a n rights 
abuses in Turkey and appealed to 
the United States for assistance. 


The U.S. State Department 
protested their presence in Cyp- 
rus, calling the PKK “terrorists.” 
The Cyprus government said it 
the protest 


Shamir-Sharon power struggle hots up 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir and 
Trade Minister Arid Sharon, 
whose power struggle threatens 
Middle East peace talks, have 
stepped up their feud as a show- 
down draws near. 

Adding to the disarr ay, foe tWO 

have issued d iffere n t invitations 
to a crucial Likud Party central 
committee meeting Wednesday 
to set positions on proposed 
peace talks with Palestinians. 

Shamir has staked his political 
career on the vote while Sharon, 
tiie cabinet’s leading hawk, hopes 
the meeting will boost his ambi- 
tions-to become prime minister.. 

“Shamir will . waarja dear vote * 
and then be _will be able to do ' ' 
whafever fie wants,” an “official 
dose to the prime minister sahL 

Unlike Shamir’s in v itati on, the 
agenda issued by " the Sharon 
camp opts tiie prime mnrister’s 
opening address on government 


and party policy to the 2^)00- 
member central committee. 

Shamir has said he will resign if 
he does not get the vote of 
confidence be is seeking on his 
positions. 

He has come under intense 
pressure from his Labour coali- 
tion partners and the United 
States to talk to Palestinians. 

Labour politicians are tine- 
atoning to bring down the coali- 
tion if Sharon succeeds in per- 
suading the central committee to 
impose tough conditions for dia- 
logue with Palestinians. 

1 Sharon met party allies Thurs- 
day to rfisniM proposals that 
would wreck , camnromigefe ham- 

mered out %' Egypt and the 
United States. 


_ in talk*. 

j Arab and internation- 
al opinion,- the hanks are abo 
expected to call for increased 
Jewish settlement in the Palesti- 
nian territories. 

Shamir, hims elf a rightwinger, 
has already' been widely conde- 
mned for ms remarks that a “big 
Israel” was needed to accommo- 


Sharon,wbo has the backing of 
two other senior Likud ministers, 
is expected to demand constraints 
such as barring Palestinians from 
East Jerusalem or deportees from 


date Soviet Jewish hmmgrattan. 

In the countdown to the 
Wednesday meeting, tiie Shamir 
and Sharon camps have begun 
trading insults. Sharon has ac- 
cused Foreign Minister Moshe 
Arens, a Shamir confidante, of 
having evaded military service. . 

Sharon, - who instigated the 
..army’s 1S82 invasion of Lebanon, 
has also hit out at Israel’s only 
Arab friend, Egyptian President 
HosmMubaxakTm his attempt to 
appeal to grassroots Likud opin- 
ion. This week he labelled 
Mubarak a dictator. 


v - ■ 


Iran offer* aid to Azerbaijan * 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran Thursday said it was read y to se nd 
SSSS^idSPmd medicine to 


ambassador in Tehran, Vladimir Gwkv. 

Foreign Ministry offidaL The Iranians have 
leadeThfikhail Gorbachev’s use of force to queU anupraangm 


most of Iran’s 55 mfflroi i people. Offiaal reports tove ^iri ^? 

people were killed in last month’s ethnic nans heb S ee ^J^& 
r • ■ . — ? — «u< Enhserment Soviet nnntary 


jams ano « «nman ATmemam aw ■ ~ _TT * 

backdown. Thousands of Azerbaqamsfleemg tte erackdown 
have crossed into Iran to jom thefr kin, with whom they ihote 
a common language and edttnre. Moscow Radro acxusecrTeiirni 
of “political blindness” when a number of Ifotoan or 
Moscow’s' measures to control tiie violence.. 


Hakim fined for Iran-contra pact 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Albert Hakim, who- h eated fat np a 
ne tw o rk of offshore companies used in -the Iran-contra scand al, 


UWimiiA.V K UU0WU1V i wpiMM np,— - . *nw_ 

was placed on two yen’s probation and. fined . The 

sentence came afosr Hakim agreed to give up his claim ^on 87.3 
miiKon in the companies’ accounts,, which came from profits from 
the of arms to Iran. The sentence wag on his conviction in 
November of illegally supplementing the- government income of 
farmer National Security Council aid Oliver North, anotber figure 
in tiie scwndal. Ha Km provided North with £13,800 home security 
system. Iran-contra, the biggest foreign poficy scandpl of Ronald 
Reagan’s eight year as president, involved tiie clandestine sale of 
arms' to Iran and the di ve rs ion of some, of the profits to rebels 
fighting the Nica rag u a gov e rnment when. such assistance was 
banned by law. Hakim, who could haveheeusentem^d to t^ to a 

g^ pJrmn sentencedJttthe Iran-contra affair . No raeluH been 
sent to jafl. . . 
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Aid sought for Tunisia flood victim* 


GENEVA (AP) — The International Red QpsS (ICRC) 
appealed Thiusday for some 2 2 imUtcm Swim; francs ($15 
million) in emergency aid far Tumsiahflood victims. The call for 
mternational help arms to provide -texits, blankets, cfothmg and 
food to 40,000 people hit by last week’s flooding mcentraland 
southern Ttarisia, the League of Red Grom 'and Red Crescent 


Societies said. Twenty-five people were kHfedund 12 ‘are uussmg 
in the disaster, according to * provisional Red Cross toU Nearfy 
10,000 famOws remain homeless and 26,000. dw^ffix^: aze 
damaged, a Red Cross statement said.. ^ ■ 7 


mu 


Arab papers attack Aoun 


NICOSIA (R) — Arab newspapersFriday branded 
Christian General 


Michel Aotm a dictator and predicted that 
battles en gulfing Beirut would intensify. “Aoun wants totkfaoy 
everyone so he can sit on a throne of skeletons,” Bahrain’s 
Akhbar AlKhaleej said, adding that recent fitting Sad shown 
Aoun wanted a dictatorship. At least 85 people have bMn kffied 
in east Beirut smee Wednesday in fighting between Aoun’s~army 
troops and militiamen of the Lebanese Forces. Battle* erutped 
again Friday after a short-fived ceasefire. Oman^newspaper said 
the mter-Cmistian battles would spark more fi ghting and “tins 
time it wiD not only be betweenattEtias, ten tire taro fa&ons in 
the army will provide tiie fuel in tite next sound:” Lebanon’s ariny 
is relit between forces loyal to Aoun and those supportive 
President Elias Hrawi’^ govemmoiL^ Another 

were^Mg®^ to jtia&telfar tiiSF; 

“The Ldnanese cpatributed fredy m tlie destruction 
country and some of tiiem stilI, consck>usly or unconscfausly,^ 
offer tins, free rervioe for penqual gain:” /" 
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U.S. Top Grade Beef 


'AlWaliim^ 


Homemade Pasta 


Al Walima hasa brand new menu... Try it out!!! 


Fresh Seafood 


■Wednesday is steak night - Appetiser, steak and dessertfor 
only JD 11 + + 

■ Quality^guaranteed. 

■ Walk-ins welcome - Dress code: Casual. 

■ Children under 1 2 half price. 

■ Closed Sundays. 

Al Walima restaurant is situated in Amman Marriott Hotel. 
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^MMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor AIHusefn Saturday 
opens i cultural end nxusicel 
week that iodides local, Arab 
imd lmtnotioruil activities. 

The week include*: . * 

— • The 1M> n uniiw of the 

executive boarToH&e An*, 

Academy of Marie (Saturday and 
Sunday). ... 

— The first ArabMusic Ros- 

gmn i ffloa day,' T uesday and - 

by the International Mage Conn- 
al (UNESCO) and foe Arab 
Academy <rf Music (League of 
Arab States), in cwperarion with 
the Noor Al Hanoi Foanfah 
tion’s National Marie Coriem* 
tory , with the participation of the 
Arab Broadcasting. Union and 
the National Music Committees 


of the Arab me mb er state* of the 
International Marie Council. 

— A seminar entitled *Anb 
Music tit Iordan Wednesday 

— A series of concern pre- 
seated by local gro up s and per- 
formers of local, Arab and inter- 
national renown.' 

; The op en ing' ccrcaaoo y , to be 
held ar the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre, tndpdei, in addition to an 
addres by Minster of Culture 
Dr. Khaled Al Karald, the fc4- 



Local contractors want 
priority from government 


By Ziyad Al SMB* 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordanian Con- 
tractors Association (JCA) has 
sent a memorandum to Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran deman- 
ding that foreign contracti n g 
companies be stopped from car- 
rying out projects which could be 


government support for the asso- 
ciation, which, be said, was trying 
to find work for unemployed en- 
gineers in local construction pro- 
jects, Abo! Ragheb Mid 
He said since 1988, local con- 
tracting companies had been fac- 
ing very difficult conditions as a 
result of economic hardships in 
Jordan, winch, he said, had had 

ldvMO> mi onmnlaH'nn 


France sees Jordan 
as stability factor, 

continues support 


~ National Music Conserva- 
tory Director Kifah Fakhouri, 
— Arab Academy of Muse 
President Brigadier-General 
Tareq Abdul Hakim of Saudi 
Ante,. 

— fatwiminmT Mmir 




U.S. says it does not 
finance settlements 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — An official 
spokesman for the U.S. 
emba ss y in Amman bx said 
that the United States does not 
finance settling emigrants in 
the occupied territories and 
that U.S. aid is totally limited 
to the area within the . Green 
Line — of the Jewish state 
1948 borders. 

“Tbe U.S. policy is based on 
the view that the esaUndunent 
of settlements ™d sex- 
tiers in tbe occupied territories 
does not serve the peace pro* 


cess,*' the spokesman was 
quoted by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra as saying 
Friday. 

On xbe emigration al Soviet 
Jews to Israel, tbe spokesman 
said: "The U.S. pdticy (sup- 
ports) increased e m i grati on... 
because the United States Is 
canwrincd to the principle of 
people's freedom or movement 
wherever they are m this 
world. Thai is why the United 
States receive s Soviet . emig- 
rants with no consideration to 
race or religion.” 


ELM. Queen Noor 

Executive-Secretary Guy Hoot, 
and 

— Arab Music Academy 
Secretary-General Munir Badnr. 

Tbe opening ceremony will 
also include a performance by 
students of tbe Arab Music Sec- 
tion at the National Music Con- 
servatory. 


Crown 

Prince 

Awards 


Shmeisani pharmacy robbed 


AMMAN (Petra) — A total of 
265 male and female students 
from various parts of Jordan 
Thursday received silver and 
bronze medals by the Crown 
Prince Award scheme in recogni- 
tion of their efforts in the award 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A pharmacy 
located in the Shmeisani district 
dose to the Professional Associa- 
tions Complex has reported that 
two masked men stole JD 233 
from the cash box, according to a 
report in the local press. 

Tbe report said that the two 
men entered tbe pharmacy at 
eight in the evening and asked for 
medication for a headache. While 


the female pharmacist was getting 
the medicine, one of them held a 
knife to her back ordering her to 
open tbe box and hand over its 
contents. 

_JHie total amount stolen was 
JD 233, according to the pharma- 
cist, identified only as S.A.D., 
who said the robbers later left in a 
car. Police were still investigating 
the case Thursday. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — France is 
foQowing with deep interest the 
democratic expe rim ent in Jordan 
and will continue to provide 
assistance to dm Kingdom to help 

it qv h cqih* its fc o n o ™ p difficul- 
ties, French Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Dens Baochard said Friday. 

“France befieves that Jordan 
serves as a factor of stability and 
can playa basic role in the Middle 
East,” the ambassador said in an 
in ter vi e w with tbe Jordan News 
Agency. Petra. “Jordan and 
France bold id enti cal ideas about 
the Palestine problem and other 
issues in the Middle East, like 
Lebanon and the Xran-Iraq con- 
flict,” he was quoted as saying by 
Petra. 

The ambassador said French 
companies bad been helping die 
Kingdom in the fields of dvil 
aviation and telecommunications 
and coope r ation in the fields of 
antiquities and archaeological ex- 
cavation was an ongoing process. 

He said France played a lead- 
ing role in helping Jordan resche- 
dule its debts to the Paris Dub 
and would continue to extend 
economic support for the 


Kingdom. 

In the two-hour interview, the 
ambassador discussed his coun- 
try’s views with regard to the 
Arab- Israeli conflict and the 
situation in the occupied Arab 
territories. 

“France refuses all de facto 
situations resulting from violence 
and believes in negotiations be- 
tween Israel and tbe Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO), 
which represents the Palestinian 
people, under the umbrella of au 
international peace conference 
held under United Nations au- 
spices and with the participation 
of all concerned parties as well as 
the five permanent members of 
the United Nations Security 
Council,’' Bauchard said. 

France, he added, “supports 
the rights of the Palestinian peo- 
ple in determining their own fu- 
ture and in establishing their own 
state on their homeland.” 

He said Israel’s refusal of all 
peace initiatives can only add 
more obstacles in the path of just 
peace. 

Referring to Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s state- 



Denis Baochard 

merits on creating a “greater 
Israel", and the recent escala t ion 
of repressive measures against 
the Palestinians, Bauchard said: 
“Such moves can never facilitate 
the start of the proposed dialogue 
between Palestinians and the 
Israeli government.” 

“France adopts a clear and firm 
stand opposing any Israeli ex- 
pansion in the occupied West 
Bank and the Jerusalem area,” 
he added. 

In reply to a question about the 
influx of Jews from the Soviet 
Union ami Eastern Eurooe to 
Israel and possibly to the occupied 
Arab territories, the ambassador 
said “if all these immigrants are 
settled in the West Bank there is 
no doubt that a dangerous situa- 
tion will be created detrimental to 
the peace prospect in tin region.” 


andpreftt 


RJ assigns pilots, 
engineers to Saudia 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Royal Jorda- 
nian (RJ), the Tinfiriml airline, 
will send pilots, assistant pilots 
and flight e winMn to Saudia, 
• the Sanm Arabian airtmes, under 
an agreement reached between 
the two ahHntts this week.' 

A statement from RJ offices in 
Amman said tbe agreement was 
reached following talks between 
RJ and SantB officials, and tfa>t 
tbe assignment would take effect 

immediately. 

Altogether,- six pflots, six assis- 
tant pitots and four flight "en- 
gineers would be assigned to 
work for Sandia. But. foe state- 
ment did not disclose the assign- 
ment’s duration, 

A ceremony was held at the 
Alia Gateway Hotel new- the 


Queen Afia In ternationa l Air- 
port, which was attended by rep- 
resentatives of Sandia, and RJ as, 
weB as tbe assigned group, to' 
make the announcement. 

- CAA-Netitarhads accord 

The Civil Aviation Authority 
(CAA) Thursday reached an 
agreement with foe CSvfl Avia- 
tion Authority in tbe Netherlands 
to. increase, foe number of BJ’s 
flights to Amsterdam to four ev- 
ery week. 

. The agreement was signed by 
CAA Director General 
Mahmoud Jamal Balqaz and the 
head of the Dutch Gnl Aviation 
Authority. 


Tbe medals were presented at a 
ceremony here by Minister of 
Education and Higher Education 
Mohammad Hamdan at the end 1 
of a successful programme con- 1 
ducted by the awards committee 
involving participants aged be- 
tween 15 and 25 in voluntary and 
charitable work as well as a re- 
creational programme over foe 
past several months. 

The winners, according to the 
award committee, had to conduct 
charitable services or go on ex- 
ploratory trips around the King- 
dom or do sports and youth acti- 
vities in various fields. 

Tbe minister in a brief speech 
at foe ceremony, which was 
attended by Minister of Youth 
Ibrahim Gnabasheh, urged the 
young generation to do charitable 
and youth activities that would 
benefit their country. 


Ministry to provide free 
water to stockbreeders 


Jordan, Syria review 
joint transport operations 


AMMAN (J.T.)—- Syrian Minis- 
ter of Transport Yousef Ahmad 
has ended a two-day visit to 
Jordan and left for home after 
co-chairing a meeting here of the 
Jordaman-Syrian land transport 
and maritime transport * com- 
panies and signing minutes of the 
meetings with his Jordanian 
counterpart Ibrahim Ayyoub. 

Upon the signing of foe min- 
utes, it was announced that foe 
joint maritime company, which 
operates cargo vessels owned 
jointly by Jordan and Syria, has 
made profits estimated at 30 mfl- 
Hon Syrian pounds from its op- 
erations in 1989. It was also 


announced that the joint Jorda- 
ni an -Syrian Land Transport 
Company made net profits from 
its 1989 operations but no figures 
were disclosed by foe Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

The two ministers attended 
general assembly meetings of foe 
two companies here and discus- 
sed strategies for 1990. 

The minutes, signed by foe two 
ministers, endorsed the 1989 final 
accounts and p rogr am mes of foe 
two companies’ operations in 
1990, according to Petra. The 
minutes provide for an expansion 
of operations fay two companies 
during the current year. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In view of foe 
poor rainfall this winter, the 
Ministry of Water and Irrigation 
has (tedded to provide free-of- 
charge water supplies to stock- 
breeders in six governo rates, 
according to a statement carried 
by foe Sawt Al Shaab Arabic 
daily. 

The paper* quoting an official 
at foe Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation, said that water would 
be supplied to farms from 28 
artesian wells in foe region. 

It said that stockbreeders in 
Maan Governorate would get foe 
lion’s share of the water supply, 
with water from eight wells, while 
those in Mafraq and Zarqa would 
get water from two wells and two 
wells would provide water for 
stockbreeders in foe Amman and 
Karak regions. 


The Department of Meteorolo- 
gy said Thursday that the frost 
which affected Jordan in foe past 
month had hit the Jordan Valley 
region with adverse consequences 
on agricultural crops. 

The department said that 
temperatures during foe past 
month registered two degrees 
Centigrade less than the annual 
average, but there were 13 days 
of rain in all regions, specially the 
northern and central parts of foe 
Kingdom. 

Bakonra had the highest level 
of rains in the past month, register- 
ing a total of 156 millimetres, the 
department said. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, conducted a survey on the 
situation in foe Jordan Valley and 
the extent of damage sustained by 
agricultural crops as a result cif 


frost. 

The agency quoted engineer 
Mazen Khasawneh, director of 
foe Department of Agriculture in 
foe Jordan Valley region, as 
saying that foe dimax of foe 
frosty weather hit the valley on 
Jan. 25, 1990, when temperat ur e s 
dropped to several degrees below 
freezing point in some cases. 

The damages to the crops were 
not as big as those sustained in 
foe past winter, but heavy dam- 
age was reported to fruits and 
vegetables by local farmers in foe 
region, according to Khasawneh. 
He said areas dose to tbe River 
Jordan were most affected by foe 
cold weather, which hit such 
crops as marrows that sustained 
damage, reaching some cases to 
90 per cent. 


ACC media chiefs agree 
to highlight ACC events 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Tbe following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
tbe daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify tbe listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 


* Aphstfc«rtrxha»MmwiJchlndBdtes|iaiBtiag^acatytare«apil 
ceramic works at foe Spanish Cultural Centre — 5:00 pa. 


-A- A German video far c h ildren entitled “Dfcke Loft” at foe 
Gocfoe Institute — MOpat 

tr A German video entitled “Daf Jafar der Hoflhang” at foe 
Goethe InstHntc — 7:00 pja. 

t A German video entitled “Themes” at the Goethe hatitaie — 
8£30 pa. 


CAIRO (Petra) • — The directors 
of radio and television stations in 
tbe Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC) countries have recom- 
mended giving priority in radio 
and television newscasts to news 
about tbe ACC countries. Direc- 
tor General of the Jordan Com- 
pany for Television. Radio, and 
Cinema Production Jawed Marat- 
qa said. 


“They also recommended a 
new plan related to television 
transmission winding transmis- 
sion of programmes on national 
holidays, encouraging the trans- 
mission of jointly-produced prog- 
rammes and exchange of announ- 
cers,” Maraqa told Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, following the con- 
clusion of meetings in Cairo, 
Thursday. 


' MINISTER OPPOSES PROPOSAL: The youth Sector consti- 
tutes 70 per cent of the population in Jordan, and this fact 
necessitates the need for a ministry devoted to running their affairs, 
according to Minister of Youth Ibrahim Ghababsheh said. In a 
statement carried by the Jordan News Agency, Petra, foe minister 
said a proposal which was made by a Lower House of Paztiament 
member for cancelling foe Ministry of Youth “contradicts reality as 
there are ministries of youth in most countries.” 

DEAD BABY FOUND: Security authorities have picked up the 
dead body of a newborn girl from the East Ghor canal after it was 
discovered by a passer-by, according to the Al Rai Arabic daily. 
The dead body was transferred to Ma’az Ibn Jahal Hospital (J.T.). 


PLO leaders 

(ConfouKd from page 1) 
emerges with a mandate to go to 
foe talks, the foreign ministers 
could meet next Saturday night, 
-jOtel. possibly in Vienna, foe sources 

“The possibility is there. It’s 
suddenly become a viable op- 
tion,” said one Arab source in 
v Washington. 

. Tbe meeting is- inten d ed to 

^ pave foe way to what would be 

historic talks between Israel and a 
Palestinian delegation to arrange 
Palestinian electrons in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Egypt, which is representing 
the PLO in negotiations, deti- 
■ — vered what appeared to be “im- 

' gd portant PLO concessions’* on foe 

composition of the Palestinian 
dele gati on to foe United States 


The PLO agreed that the 
announcement about the com- 
position of tile delegation should 

be made not by its leader Yasser 

Arafat bitf by Egypt as the host of 

ti» taQa - 

p®'/ The delegation would indude 
two Palestinians expelled from 
foe occupied territories by Israel 
not associated with guerrilla 
activity orconvicted erf arimesof 
vioteoce against IsraeL Two resi- 
dents ofArab Jemsaletnwbo also 
owned property elsewhere m the 
territories would also be in- 
duded. , 

According to the sources, 
should Shamir win ha showdown 
S : is the Likud meeting, Baker 
would rush to toldfoe ministerial 
meeting as quickly as possible. 


Under the Patronage of Her Majesty 
r Queen Noor A! Hussein 


and on the 

Occasion of the 12th Meeting of the Executive Board of the Arab 
Academy of Music and the 1 st Arab Music Rostrum. 

The National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hu.ssein Foundation organises 
the following concerts: 


Saturday 

3/2/1990 


Sunday 

4/2/1990 



Concert 

Place 

THE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
of the Jordanian Armed Forces 

Royal Cultural Centre 

FUHEIS GROUP 
for Revival of Heritage 

Philadelphia Hotel 

French Oud Player MARK LOOPUYT 
(in cooperation with the French Cultural 
Centre) 

Philadelphia Hotel 

THE ARAB NAGHAM 
ORCHESTRA 

(in cooperation with the Association of 
Jordanian Musicians) 

Philadelphia Hotel 
• 

Pianist and composer 
PATRICK LAMA 

Philadelphia Hotel 

Renewed Iraqi Oud Player 
'MUNIR BASHIR 

Philadelphia Hotel 


Tuesday 

6/2/1990 


Wednesday 

7/2/1990 


Thursday 

8/2/1990 


All concerts will start at 8:00 p.m. Tickets for each concert are for JD 3 a 
piece. A combination ticket for all six concerts is available at JD 14.500. 
Tickets available at: The Royal Cultural Centre, Tel. 669026 
The French Cultural Centre, Tel. 637009 
PhOaddphia Hotel, Td. 663100 
The National Mask Conservatory, Td. 687620 
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Solution from within 

THE ONGOING confrontation in Lebanon between Gener- 
al Michel Aoun’s forces ami Samir Geagea’s miffrfo is a grim 
reminder that the Lebanese conflict is Car from being over or 
that its settlement is imntineat The savage fighting rti«» 
erupted between the two Christian farces ramp fw ^ h e els 
at foe bitter fightmg between Amal and Hizbotiaii mffitias. 
The total picture emerging from aB these parallel interae- 
dne armed conflicts portray a Lebanese story where 
normalcy has become one of bloodletting and rfwrfrn ctfam 
With afl Arab and foreign efforts to stop the and 
destraction in Lebanon have been exhausted without avail, 
the qaestion that remans is what else can be done to salvage 
the Lebanese from themselves. 

The Arab League and its Higher Committee on Lebanon 
have done their utmost to bring back harmony and 
understa ndin g among the fi ghting Lebanese factions. An 
Arab stmmift is therefore not likely to succeed where all past 
Arab efforts have failed- Short of anned inte rv en ti on, w hich 
is obviously not in the cards, additional Arab efforts cannot 
be expected to offer a decisive solution to the ongoing 
fighting in Lebanon. Likewise all international efforts have 
foiled to deliver the kind of peace that Lebanon has yearned 
for over the past 15 years. The only remaining way to break 
the deadlock and erase the despair in the Arab World and 
elsewhere must come from the Lebanese people themselves. 
The psychology of war that permeates their Mtimwi psyche 
needs to be redressed and replaced with another spirit and 
attitude that may have the seeds for salvation. For this 
purpose, the warlords in Lebanon most be bypassed and the 
Lebanese people, whatever, their fidth or ideologies, most 
take their destiny into their own hands. This goal can be 
rea lis ed through direct contacts and c rnmnnwipaHniw . 
tween the various factions that are now themselves foeffing 
the continuing war with their own blood and lives. Another 
Step in that direction can tab the form of a fmly itfmnfwrfir 
elections in the country trader an Arab or mternational 
supervision to yield a national recoecxtiatian gov e rn ment. 
Yet, whatever the route that the Lebanese people would 
want to take, the ultimate solution most come from within. 
There is a limit to what others can do for the Lebanese »nH 
unless they choose to help themselves there is not much that 
the outside world can do for them. 




A1 Ra’I Arabic daily on Friday welcomed a decision by the 
government of Prime Minister Mndar Badran to send out 
ministers to various govemorates in order to try to discover 
problems and find solutions for them. The paper §aid that that is 
part of the government's mission to which it dedicated itself upon 
its inception and in accordance with royal directives. But it 
warned that citizens meeting with the ministers should not seize 
the opportunity to burden the government with intolerable 
demands. The paper said that while the Jordanian people 
welcome such a move winch is a part of the going march towards 
democracy y it should be noted that Jordan lias limited means 
especially at present when the country is trying to pay back debts 
arid at the same time carry out dev e lop me nt projects. There is no 
doubt that the government will try to do all it can to solve 
problems, but one should not expect miracles overnight, said the 
paper. What is required at the moment, the paper added, is foil 
cooperation on the part of citizens and various organisations so 
that common aspirations can be fulfilled. 


Writing in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily columnist Fakhri Kawar says that 
the Minis try of Supply seems to have done nothing todate to solve 
the problem of fresh meat shortage in the country. The wirier 
notes that citizens have been used to eating imported Romanian 
fresh meat which is no more available in Jordan for a number of 
reasons. But he says the citizens of this country cannot buy locally 
produced meat either because of its soaring prices, selling most 
often at JD 4 a kilo. Furthermore, Kawar says, the imported 
frozen meat does not meet the taste of the people and can by no 
means serve as a substitute for imported fresh meat The ideal 
thing, says the writer, is to allow merchants to import live sheep to 
be slaughtered in Jordan provided the government facili tat e this 
process by refraining from charging import fees and duty on tins 
kind of meat which could be sold at prices dose to the Romanian 
meat. Such a policy, he says, would no doubt solve the meat 
shortage problem and help local butchers to resume their business 
and earn their livelihoods. 


Af Dustour daily commented on His Majesty King Hussein's 
pledge Thursday to provide all posable support for the Jordan 
Press Association, and said that the King is aware of the critical 
stage which the Arab Nation in general and Jordan in particular 
are going through; and he appreciates the role of the mess in 
spreading public awareness. Tbe paper said that King Hussein 
linked the support for foe press with his call on journalists to 
shoulder their responsibility towards their nation at this crucial 
stage* One can only hear reports about Israel’s atrocities in tbe 
occupied territories and its drive to absorb an influx of Jewish 
immigrants to be settled on Arab land, to realise foe dangerous 
situation the Arab Nation is now facing said the paper. For this 
reason, the paper added, Jordan through its media and all its 
power is trying to unify Arab ranks in the free of the common 
threat, and to provide all possible support for the Palestinian 
people in their struggle for freedom. 



View from Amman 


By Kamel Aba Jaber 


Democracy and the National Charter 


DEMOCRACY: That magic word loaded with exploove con- 
notations and nuances: One of foe most beautiful words in foe 
dictionary of man in any culture, it was best articulated by the 
andent Greeks. The meaning they gave it then remains the most 
valid, indeed tire most explosive: it simply means peoples’ (demo) 
rale (cracy). Nothing more and no thing less. As ample and direct 
as the concept may be it rests on a number of assumptions 
regarding man; the average man, his abilities and his relationships 
with the polity in which he resides. 

Basically it has an optimistic view of mm, all men. AH men are 
created equal before God and all men can, if given foe chance and 
tiie primer circumstances not only participate in foe political 
process but assume responsibility, even the highest responsibility 
of governance as well. This dignified and exalted states given to 
every human being implies not only that bis body but his mind and 
opinions be respected as well. He must be allowed to move freely, 
to associate freely and be guaranteed his baric rights within dm 
framework of a constitutionally limited government. A govern- 
ment of institutions not men, laws not wills, election not selection 
and reason not intuition. . 

Bnt democratic gove r nm ent is not only right and privilege 
alone, but responsibility as wefl. Tbe citizen is free to act within 
the bounds of reason, law, ethics and etiquette so that his freedom 
is not licence but privilege to be cherished and nurtured. 

Perhaps that lay behind King Hussein's words when he first 
mentioned the possibility of tbe passage of a National Charter on 


May 10, 1989; a charter to represent a “national code off conduct” 
b raking upon and adding to the open and lenient atmosphere that 
hag always distinguished Jordan from most other Arab regimes. 

At the Hme of our King’s words we were, as we still are, 
undergoing three major crises at the same tune. The first which 
we share with all other Arab states is an ideological one 
concerning the very ideological nature of theregune. Is it an 
Islamic, natio nalist, traditional, socialist, leftist or simply an 
authoritarian regime? Tbe question, however important, may 
never be folly answered. Maybe it is wise never to answer it but to 
develop with time and drcnmstance adapting ideology to life 
rather than the other way around. In passing we should note the 
failure of C nmmn " iKm to fashion all life in accordance with 
ideology resulting in its present breakdown over the past few 
months. 

Tbe second crisis is a stricter Jordanian one coming in the wake 
of tbe July 31, 1988 disengagement from the West Bank. Though 
the disengagement was a legal and administra tive one, it left a 
trail of unanswered questions re gar d in g not only the Palestinian 
factor in Jordan’s fife, but the very role of Jordan in the entire 
Palestine qaestion; surely the disengagement decided and yet it 
did not decide. The grey areas predominate the Mack and white, 
with ambiguity, and for the time being, predominating all else. 

The third crisis, an economic one is also a purely Jordanian 
one. But then again is it purely Jordanian or does it have 


implications for those around? How is it 

suchasevere crisis while a “top -United Arab 5“”*“ SJS- 
investment official... estimated foat Arab investments abromJ 
stand at about $400 HftnT (JORDANT1MES January 27,1990, 
P.6). - ' 

These three crises form the backdrop of foe call for the 
National Charter, and set the stage for the Jordanian paifiamen- 
tary elections of November 8, 1989. It was however, not from a 
sense of failure that both emanated bnt the other way around. For 
Jordan was al ways distinguished by the promise of Uberafisabon it 
maintained. Often it was made accountable against that promise. 

The National Charter ritould be a compfimeut. Dpt replace the 
cons ti tution: It should be an ideological, political, eco nom ic 
statement to rally people and not a rigid manife sto that btmds 
walls around them. It should allow for free opinion and free 
ixav jai ifm min dfu l of the fuJuie of the National Unio n of the 
1970s and of the presently foiling Iron and Bamboo curtains. 

The regime of Jordan is a seasoned well-led centrist one that 
has nothing to fear from its people. It can dialogue with them fens 
deepening their sense of loyalty mid belonging and should have 
the confidence, which it already displayed with the elections and 
their aftermath, to expand its bases of legitimacy. We emerged 
into tire twentieth century a bewildered and disonented people. 
Only democracy, through dialogue- and responsible debate can 
give us direction >and finally allow the Head to Ire Easy. - 
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poetry recnais ai 
annual 1987 Jerash Festival. 

But following last April's 
price riots, writers and jour- 
nalists renewed their campaign 
to resurrect tbe association. 
Tbe association was brou ght 
bade to fife immediately after 
the government of Prime 
Minister Mndai Badran 
pledged to lift martial law and 
revoke all orders based on its 
provisions. 

The association's former 
president. Dr. Khaled Karalti, 
resigned after he was 
appointed minister of culture 
in the Cabinet of Badran. 
Karaki attended Friday's elec- 
tions, which signalled a new 
beginning for the association. 

But tbe elections themselves 
reflected a schism within the 


man ien wmeo was strongly 
manifested during last Novem- 
ber’s general elections to the 
Lower House of Parliament. 

Another point of difference, 
it seems, is the rale of political 
groups, which are still legally 
banned in the association. In 
his column in Al Ra’i daily 
Thursday, Omar,- who is tradi- 
tionally dose to leftist groups, 
criticised what he described as 
some groups’ attempts "to im- 
pose their hegemony on tbe 
associations' activities.'’ He 
implied that the dominance of 
some political groups over the 
association had overshadowed 
the writers' creativity and liter- 
ary credentials as deter mining 
factors in the association’s acti- 
vities and annual literary 
arizes. 


crahe People’s Party. 

Nahas, a longstanding activ- 
isfwbo spent years in jail, won 
101 votes, ranking second after 
.novelist Ibrahim Al #bsi. 

Immediately after foe elec- 
tions the council met and 
elected Omar as president and 
named the responsibilities of 
other members. Council 
sources * said that the list 
headed by Nahas refused to 
assume any post 

But later on, Nahas, who 
did not attend the meeting, 
said that he was contesting foe 
results of the council’s elec- 
tions since he was not notified 
of the meeting. 

"They are trying to impose a 
hegemony that they claimed to 
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ated by the Rifai government 
to replace the dissolved writers 
association, rejoined foe-asso- 
ciation. 

“We are determined to find 
a formula that wiS unify the 
writers' movement," Omar 
said. 

But observers said that elec- 
tions of the association and its 
practical return would under- 
mine tbe position of tbe union. 

The new elected council is as 
follows: 

Abdul Rahim Omar (presi- 
dent); Bader Abdul Haq (vice 
president) ; Salem Nahas; Ibra- 
him Abasi; Elias Farkouh; 
Abdullah Radwan ; Jamal 
Naji; Rashem Gharaibeh; 
Hussein Jumaa; Ibrahim Kha- 
lil and Ibrahim NasraUah. 


King laud: 

(Cottoned from page 1) 
Israel was striving to gain more 
Arab land, evict Palestinians 
from their homeland and settle 
new Jewish immigrants to 

3 press i 

place. 4; 

The meeting, winch was fol- 
lowed by a tomtit hosted by the 
King, was attended by IBs Royal ^ 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. if 




Bank staff threaten strike if demands not met 


(Continued from page 1) 
bank be property and scientifi- 
cally identified so that foe right 

soluti ons are implemented, 
“rather than wasting time and 
staffing the development of foe 

They asked that the bank 
work towards regaining its cre- 
dibility with its clients because,, 
foe petition said, a large por- 
tion of foe bank’s depos i t s was 
lost in the last few months. 
They also demanded that the 
GBJ gradually reduce its sup- 


port for the bank so that the 
bank can eventually repay its 
debts. 

Only one item in the peti- 
tion asked for “higher and fan- 
wages and raises.’* Accordin g 
to the employees, they have 
not received raises in five 
years. , 

CBJ Governor Mohammad 
Sa’id Al Nabolsz and Finance 
Minister Basel Jardaneh would 
not comment on the petition 
or foe threat to strike by the 
Petra Bank employees. 

Jfo a telephone interview 

with the Jordan Times Friday, 
Petra Bank general manager 
B a ssw n Atari said there was 
no need for a strike. 

**We have formulated com- 
mittees from within tbe bank 
to study the conditions of the 
employes. The financial re- 
sults should be concluded 


within a week. I agree that the 
wages and conditions of foe 
employees are just, and we are 
working on improving the 
situation,” Atari said. 

Atari expressed regret that 
the first petition signed by the 
employees was submitted to 
foe government rather than to 
the management. According 
to Atari, foe employees want 
fight against the policy of 
foe management rather than 
demanding i mp r ove d condi- 
tions. He referred to foe fact 
that only one item of the peti- 
tion asked for involved finan- 
cial demands. 

Since the ap po in t e d man- 
agement took over in August, 
10 employees have been sack- 
ed and SO have resigned, 
a ccordi n g to a personnel offic- 
er of the bank. About 680 are 
currently employed by the 
bank, which has many bran- 
ches in Jordan. 

One employee who has 
sacked a few months ago tokl 
the Jordan Times that article 
17 of the Labour Law was used 
against all those who were 
fired. This article entitles the 
managem e n t to sack any em- 
ployee without wanting and 
without compensation if the 
person is accused of a criminal 
activity sndi as theft or embez- 
zlement or corr up tion. 

Acconfing to the fired em- 


ployee, who preferred to re- 
mam anonymous, those dis- 
missed were not accused of 
any crime and were not given 
any reason for their dismissal. 

Atari said there were two 
categories of people who were 
sacked: "those who signed 
illegal papers while tbe pre- 
vious management was in pow- 
er and did not reveal tbe ille- 
gality of the matter at the time, 
and those who were in high 
positions in the old manage- 
ment,” He did not elaborate. 

According to several em- 
ployees, some of whom are 
heads of departments and 
branches, the new manage- 
ment was supposed to have 
solved tbe bank’s problems 
and improved foe work of tbe 
bank. Apparently, one of 
them told the Jordan Times, 
“only time has been wasted 
and nnthmg substantial has 
been achieved to im p r o v e and 
press ahead with the work of 
foe bank.” 

“On the contrary,” he said, 
“the c ur rent management has 
been wasting time with un- 
necessary bureaucracy that has 
made us lose clients. Instead of 
focusing on our clients and 
international business, the 
concentration is on pap er work 
and reports for foe manage- 
ment.” 

Another employee said that 


another important element 
which made the bank lose 
clients was the "bad publicity 
against the bank, initiated by 
our management and deli- 
vered by officials through foe 
media.” 

One of the employees 
attending Thursday’s meeting 
demanded that “foe weekly 
television series defaming otzr 
bank must stop.” 

“It’s as if we were foe ones 
. responsible for the economic 
decline of the country,” be 
said. “If foe government wants 
to bring to justice the person 
who was involved in the cor- 
ruption of the bank, it knows 
foe person, his name and 
address. Bring him to justice. 
Why do we have to suffer for 
someone dse's mismanage-, 
meat?” he asked as die crowd 
cheered him. 

Many of t be employees at 
tbe meeting expressed frustra- 
tion over the way the cur re nt 
management is nonig foe. 
bank. Some' described it as 
bang the only institution in 
Jordan where democracy has 
not reached. 

According to Amman De- 
puty Mansour Murad, who 
worked at foe bank fora short 
period and has dose friends 
employed there, “Petra Bank 
employees are terrorised by 
their management.” 
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Hani Hourani , ; militant de gauche 

Apr&s 19 axis tPexil, le retour au royaume 

Profitant do “gel” de la loi martiale et dn mffltant de gauche. B expUque an “Jonrdain” sa 
processus de dteocratbatfon enckncM par le joie d’ttre revenn aprfes 19 amrtes d’absence mals 
gooverneniaat de Mondar Badrane, les ex0£s poKJi- aussi sa perplexitt sur les changements en cours dans 
ques jordaidens prennent pen A pen le cfaemin du ie royaume. 
retour. Tel Haul Hourani (*), 45 ana, inteUectnel et 


LJ-: Ayrtrf 0 auxTexfl, onntiefat 
pis ua (kb finqtr dm mm prapre 
P«J>T 

HJEL: Non. J'aune Amman, oft j’si 
pass£ moo enforce et fait tomes ms 
fttudes. Jo Pairne cocore plus anjour- 
dliui, mftme si je no recoomtis phis la 
vffle. Jem*ypro«ni»e sad, mftmc ri je 
me tepbtc ddEakment teOezqpitf ate 
a dMBgft el gram# dejma que je I’af 
qrattto ■ Os que adorns, 

e'est le goftt dot apparcaces, comme 
lei immeabte* hncwaot, lea fdaitagea, 
qui joocut tm si grand iftlo dan* les 
raisons de la com ftooooaBqne fczuet- 
k da pays. 


LX: Atcmm 

lercnlr ? 


m wwm Pwfc 


H.H.: Trts nipidenxcm aprts mom 
depart. Pendant qudques amides, an 
ddoat de mon aril, faunas mfane pa 
revemr ft Amm an, oil je n*6tais qu’in- 
tertSt de travaL 

U-s ft arpil no Px ww paa 


£LBL: Paree qoTJ m'maaS fattn ae- 
noocer ft fixe, ft done, ft publier et 
que c’dtait one pzessxm insupport- 
able. J’ai toujoms en one activity 
politique et je ne I’anras jamais 
abaaaonato, De phis, comment an- 
rais-je pq vine sans travail? La ones- 
don da rctour ne s*est tTafllenrs 
rapidemaatptuapoede. Aunafieudc* 
1970, je savais que c’dtait h 
.prison qui m’a tt e n dait,- « je axettak 
les pieds id. De l’extftnenr, j’ai pu 
continuer par exempfe ft travafller 
poor te Comitd de defense des fiber- 
■t£s pubfiques, dont je- sate le vice- 


Akhwi ttt miib 
tin? 


tear rapt* 


HJS.: Non. Depois 1986. j’ai consao- 
rt one adrie de dosrien ft l’analyse de 


fat crise deeux 
"Jdrdank Not 
dans on Kvre, 
ce moij-d. Qi 
-aao ne survies 


ne rationale dam 
Je les ai iftink 
paxaitra ft Oxypre 
ies seoahaes avant 
: tes fmeutes (fav- 


L_Ju Van OTgafta ^ j mjfaay 


quo oeaumeoneiitles ententes aav- 
nLooos asnonS prtvq qpe de* $v6op- 
mestz dhrientddater, tant b temioa 
tout curtate. Etpais, mftmeexfid, je 
Kstais en ootfact cm ce qui ce 
pasfait dans le ropaxme,^ via la prene, 
lea fines, les amis... J*ai ensuite 
dprouvi nm grandejok en royara la 
rrakfite des changements qm en out 
dmoedd. Parce que ceta signifie qne 
les astDiitfs cm cosnxa le message. 
A aaveir, eat doormak ffiffidte 
de (firiger ce pays com me autrefois, 
qne lea Jocdanfens exigent on toor- 
nant poUtxqae gJobaL 


LJ.: Et mm A 
la dtomcxatk? 


HJSLs D font (Tabmd se souvenir qne 
cctte evolution eat k fnrit d’unc 
presrion popolairc. Use majoritd de* 
Jordantens esrime anjouid’hiri ndoes- 
saixe de changer le systime poSriqoe 
etnotre £1900 devivre, parce qnlln’y 
a pa* de recette nrirane ft la crise. 

dit t^ra^accordant q ciqucs droits 
poBtiqne*. la popolatkwi aeceptera- 
mkxK cettc arise, qa*dk vxvra avcc. 
rot ime. poor ma past, qoe k sod 
jnopen d*cn oenir pent-toe ft boot, mi 
jonr, est xme vode dfonocratie. Or, fl 
est aujomdlmi aussi difficile de re- 
veaxr en axriftre qne de gagner cctte 
dfonoexatk. Ccst pounpoi, tes partis 
pngres si slea dee wu t fame prenve de 
vqfianoe et agknwec rationafitd poor 
ne dooner anenne prise ft cenx qui 
vtsdent en finir avec ks e faa ng em cnt. 



LJu Qri moMkr 

HJL: Des uxlividus, des forces pohti- 
qnes et soctafcs aisles, qui cstnaent 
qne Jes Jonlaalem ne soar pas asses 
matures poor ks fibextds. Us ont 
couquis un 6norme poovoir potiriqne 
et temwmiqne smis les lois martULles, 
qo’fls ne veoknt p«s perdre ft cause 
de la dfonocnfisatxoD da idgime. Us 
nons observent. now qm y croyons, 
en attendant qne nous fossions k 

t yto mfi r f - fa u x pas. 


©mi 
dans an Id 


de la darte, 


droit constitutionnei ft fa formation de 
partis politiqnes inddpendants. Mail 
nous manqnoos de lois ddmocratiqnes 
pour foxre vivre oes partis. Si tel est k 
bat de la Charte, paxfui. Mait, nous 
rigDorons et k floa, qui entoure 
encore ks inleniioQS du gonverne- 
ment, me hdsse peiplexc. 

U.: Cflap to-Tow dnuandcr me 
d ee m * pane voSr* revue? 

HJHLrOm, dans qudqnes jours on 
qp e lqucs sema in es . La kii actuelle snr 
ta prene ne me tend guftre pptinrisces 
Mads si le gouvernement comme 
fl l’a feh pendaqt ks Sections de 
nouembre, pent-toe avons-nons une 
draper, de tmvaflkr cbez nous. J’ai 
beau me seatir fibe et agqr comme un 
hnmme One depois mon retour; je 
reste too jours tm pen inqukt. Avec 
nuson,je crois. Cettc semame, je sris 
afl£retirer mon ntmveau passeport. H 
n’est vriabk que pens am au lieu de 
dnq. 

ProfMos recacUs 
par AUn Renoo. 


1 en J&45, Hutr Boarmni 
moaie et tdcmxs pobti- 


HJL: Nons kvoqb dans ce pays un 


ffairwrit p^»»i am de jgaBCbe, 3 a 6*6 
Untsrdk tie navafl et e oaUak t i quitter Je 
pap ea J97L RMogf£ an Uban, 3 est 
deveea Kwnwtbte sp6daBs6 «x i« ques- 
tion fv d nirii»r»To e. En 1984 , 8 a had i 
Qmm ue revue (f Andes, “A1 Union 1 1 
JedUr pofdank Noons&a), dont Satie 
ridaae ur ea cbe£ 1W 1 3.000 taut m- 
phires, ee map nin e, imetrSt dans le 
m j aa me, shdresae pfiucipdfm aa mux azd- 
Ycn&aina mod qn 'aox m&eox pobtiques 
ct icoooaikpxx- Ham Homaoi est 6gaie- 
nfastraxacertTmEm, rStruofnrec sookx- 
6cooaadqaes de h AnUi;*, pabB£ i 
Beyrouth a 1978. Best rndrii Amman le 
27 dteaubre denaee. 


Budget 1990 

Austiriti: 

vers des coupes sombres 





Suspendne dimnnrhw der- 
nier au tenne de deux jours de 
ddbats, la discussion dn budget 
1990 doit r e pre a dre aujour- 
d*hui ft la diambre des Re- 
prdsentants du Pariement. Les 
ddpntds stmt appdds ft se pith 
noocer sur le projet prdsentd le 
6 janvier par le mmistre des 
Finances, Basel Jandaneh, d’tm 
mon tant de 1,105 milliard de 
dinars (1,578 milliard de dol- 
lars). 

Bkxi qne l’enveloppe 1990 se 
rdvftle, en valeur, inKrieure de 
20% environ ft cdle de 1989, 
en raison notamment de l'infla- 
tion et de la ddprddatkm de la 
mnnnate nafinnafe , la commis- 
sion des Fmances de la Gbam- 
bre basse a prfln6 dimanebe 
(tenner encore phis d'anstdritd 
en demandant one reduction la 
IS milKons de dinars dn projet 
du gonvernement. Les 20 
deputes, qui la composent, ont 
notamment propose des 
coupes sombres dans les 
budgets de fonctionnement des 


njxmstferes et des sendees pub- 
lics. 

La commission souhaite axn- 
si voir celui de la Sflrete 
Generate (44,11 minions de 
dinars) ampute de ptes d’nn 
million et demL EBe a cepen- 
dant appronve le plan dn 
gpnvernmnent etaHi en accord 
avec le Fonds monetaixe inter- 
national (FMI) consisflmt ft 
accroftre les reserves en de- 
vises de la. Banqne centrale. 

Le vote du budget est atten- 
du an plus tflt en fin de soirde. 
Entre 6 et 9 deputes, snr la 
qnarantalne qui avait demande 
ft s ’exprimer an ooors des 
dtoats, doivent encore prendre 
la parole avant la reponse dn 
gouvernemenL En cas de rejet 
par use majority des 80 znem- 
tees de la Chambre, le 
gonvernement pourrait tore 
^ppeld ft presenter sa dferis- 
sion, sekm les termes de la 
Constitution. (D'aprfts 
agences) 



Conommatcon. Le Stoateor et anoen premier minisae jorriurien Ahmad 
Obtadat a aanonce mardi ft Amman la erfauioo d’ane “ A soaatioa nationate 
de ddteosc des c omcmnuit eoia" (ANDC), la premiere dn genre dans k 
roymme. M. Obeidat, qui s’exprimait en qnafite dc prtodent de 1’ ANDC, a 
pteos* qne erne demkrc sc dounait pour objectif dc “hitler centre ia eberte 
dc la vfc, ka accararenxs, la frande et^ la nuuripolaiion des prix des prodmts de 

mntn m iinfimi ^ h»n» inifiotiv o pirw iiiaH Ml mnwMmt ^ ^ Inwhipfi fait faflt 

ft une inflation galopantc, due notamment ft la depreciation dn (fisar, qui a 
perdu prts de 75% de *a vafcnr par rapport an dollar depois avrfl 1988. 

CCA. Les dxe£s cfExat des quaoepays membres du Conseil dc coopfoatkHi 
ixabe (CCA) se rfa n iro o t le 24 wvrier en Joidame, a anaonoft Amman 
meraredL 11 s’arira du quairkme souanet entre ks ptesidents iraldcn, 
dgypries, nord-yemtohe et k soaverain haefadnate, dcpuis la constimtion dn 
CCA en ftvrier 1989. 

Invitarion. Yasser Arafat a reqn mardi sdr une invitatkm du prfoident 
tchdcoskrraque Vaclav Havd ft sc zendre en visate officicBe ft Prague. Cette 
invitation a £t£ remise an chef do 1’OLP par one ddkgatimi dn minfetftre 
tcbdooslovaqoe des A^aires ^craogftres, qoi a affinxte an coun cTon entrericn 
avec M- Arafat ft Tunis la disposition de son pays “ft joucr on idk de 
nuSdunion.” dans de fanrres itegodatuws an Procbe-Onent. A s’agit dn 
premier contact ft hant niveau entre POLP et ks dtrigeants de Tdtecoslova- 
quic depois les bonlcvcnemcao int e rvcnca dam ce pays ei alors qne Prague 
irapptece ft rtobfir sea relations diplomatique* avec ZaadL 

RDA-RFA. Le p remie r mi mstre est-allemand Hans Mocfiow a prfscntd 
jendi on plan (Tunxficaixon des deux Aflemagne, appelant ks deter pays ft 
former one “conf&Mration” dotte d’nn stand de “neutrafite” Cette proposi- 
tion, fovorahtemeat acairillie par Bonn, est intervesse spirts la viszte ft 
Mosoon cette semaine de M. Modrow. Viszte, qui a mis ea hankie k tomxuutt 
radical cffcctite en qudqnes mois sur la “question aD e ma n de" par Bexfin- 
Est. Assure de Paval de 1TJRSS pour s’engager dans un p r oc es s us (Turnon 
avec la RFA, k premi er mmistre ea-auemand avait aimoncft que “la 
perfective (Tune unification est devant nous,” ft Tissue de son estretien avec 
k uum£ro on soviftique, Mikhail Gotbatcbev. 

Frootne. Francois Mittezrand auzait pm Tengagoacait auprts de Ttofoan 
de fibdzer k militant extrtxxriste pro-iraxnen Anis Naccache en juflkt 
produm, “raohabkxneot ft Toccasaon de la Fite nationate," affinne 
l*bebdomadazre satiziqne frangais “Le Canard Endiairk" dans son £dhion de 
mecxedL Anis Naccache, 36 ans, qoi a arrttft il y a une semaine one grtve de 
la firim de 4 mob, avait £t£ condamnd ft la ^nison ft vfc en 1982 aprts one 
tentative d’assassinat comnrise 2 ans aimaravani contre k dernier premier 
ministry fa Chab dlzan, Cbapour Bubtiar. Deux personnes, oont un 
polkaer, avaient 6t 6 tufes dans I’attentat. 

BIbHotbftqne. La future Bibfiothftque de Fiance (BDF). oongue par le 
president Frangois Mitterrand pour figurer parnri lei jflus impentantes (ta 
globe, poura aimtej - j usqn’a 30 millions d’ouvragcs, ft indtqod mexoedi ft Park 
son president, Dominique JameL S’exprimant devant des cooservatenn et 
des Utiotiiftqnazres du moude entier, M. Jaznet a pzddsft que la capadte de la 
BDF sezah de “5.500 ft 6.000 places" au lieu des 900 de la Bibfiothftque 
nationate. La BDF devxait ouvzir ses pones au public en 1995. 

Akrte. L’organkarion tadogkte Greenpeace a lancd mercredi ft Londres 
une campagne intenuirionate pour tamer contre Le rtchauffement de la 
planftte. Baree snr le rapport (Tun srientifique britanniqne, cette rampag na a 
poor objectif (Tobtemr une induction de 30% .des (missions d’axyde de 
carbooc, J’anftt dn d fl xu s ement et de pmoomoir tes transport en cornmnu 
dans k monde entier avant Tan 2000, Lfntiative de Greezq>eace intervient 
avant la reunion, la semaine prochaine ft Washington, dn Comite intematioo- 
al de TONU sur ks changements dfanatique*. 


CINEMA 

Utt vifli father, de Mfcbad Curitz, 
avec William Fowdl, Irene Dmme et 
Elizabeth Taylor, relocation d’unc 
jeune fille par un pftze agectneux 
‘ maw an t o zita i re et noszajgiqiie de 
T£poque vktoxfcnne, qui use volon- 
tiers dc la baguette de bambou. Un 
apcrgii de la vie qutidkzmc ft New 
Yodc au touroaut du stftde. 

CmOe amhkOt, dfta—rbr 4 et jmM t 
toiler ft 1AM (« mt>li). 7 

Fred Astaire. Phis (Tune* heme et 
Awny de danse, de chansftp et de 
en compagme d*un mons t re 
saert de la oom^e mtisaak aqkr- 
fcaine, vedette de pins de 46 films. 
Crete a^taksla. Mur* 5 torireft 19hML 

C a ther hi c Deneuve. Le centre adtnrd 
frangais pr fa e n te toat au long de ce 
mois me ride de (Ones dont Taetrice 
frangak* et Thiterixite p ri n ripak . 
Cette o anahe 

Le Sanvage, de Jean-Panl Rappe- 
nau, avec Yves Montand (1963). Une 
htetoire (Tamour, qudque part dam 
une grande cite (TAntenque du Sud... 
Crete caltsrd tempdi, wrernH 7 toiler 
ft NM (re bwpk, real M ri re a«M- 


Cfaa6-chib. Stances ft 13bfl0, 15fa00, 
T8h30 et 20h00. Nouveau film, k 
lnndi ft 20h00. Projection pour ks 
jeunes, ie jeudi ft ISbOO. 

fireJ 3: King Kn^p AB that jazz; The 
postman always rugs twice; Tootai; 


JMtemdw 4: Sweet dreams; Crimea of 
heart; Witches of Eastwook; CmmSzy; 
Jafia. 

Laqdi 5; Dear banter; M a nh a tt a n ; Kramer 
■ g sin st Krame; The Reach B&teaant 
wo man ; Sophie’s choice. 
ftfan gfeSuB of the fright; satwqod; Heart 
bom; Faffing in love; Cry m the d a rt . 
Mereredl 7: Kama Ray; Beyond Fosddoe 
adventure; Places in the host; Officer and 


nendemao; mmder. 

Jradl 8s Betrayed; Tcnat of mdenueas; 
Oat of Africa; Witness; Die accused. 
Vented fc UasetDed land; Lea Liaisont 
dangereases SUA); Atal attraction; Afice 
doesn't Eve here; Taxi driver. 

Fites re mrta mfetefc. T& M3ML 

H — _ _a^ aw m »- * W a m rt 

■ imp <m rmi miigf ne joro iwir, p ra i Ni t 
ft drete aprts fMtel Jfrnah a pd» pre- 
ate ft g—rlui. Le (tet te se mart ft 
mvmm nub, nr n gncac. 

CONCENTS 


OwL Premier professeur de oud 
certifid en France, Mark Loopuyt se 
produit ft Amman, accompagn£ par 
deux nmridens joxdarrieits: Sakher 
Hatfor (oud) et Enxfl Haddad (ka- 
notra). 

CcsOrc ( i dtm i l royal, food 5 torkr ft 
2ML IWx dn ptexc 3 dtere. Kreacftpae- 
•a urett re MNK. 

Re-ond. Autre grand rendez-vons 
pour ks amateurs de oud; le concert, 
que dome cette semaine le musiden 
irakfcn Munir al-Badur, prix UN- 
ESCO 19 89. 

HAtd PMteMpMa, Jendi 8 torkr ft MftM. 
Fite dea ptere: 3 dura. 

Trio. Les vkflonistes frangais JoSfle 
Gfoard et Bernard M&upjon, accom- 
ppiA an piano par 1*« Matonk, 
mterortte nt des oeuvres de Senaflk, 
Vivaldi, Ledair, Dvorak, Faurt, 
Massenet et Baztok. 

Hytet Mtedjta, sre tedt 8 toite k 

EXPOSITION 


P dltoe . “Do rtalisme ft F abstract," 
exposition oonsactee aux peintres 
Aha al^iaxxti Amoura, Nabua Hela- 
nri et Nawal al- Abdallah. 

Crete retevd d adredflqH dr k Fteda- 
Hre Shawn, dn 7 re 28 toiler. Ttea te 
jam de 1MM ft I7hM, arefle madredL 

t& snm* 
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For aU your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, __ 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs. 


AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmeismi 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman; Jordan 
Tel. 604676, 604696 


CROWN 
INTTL EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storaging, 
clearing, door-!o>door 
^ervica ■ 



EVERY 

DAY 


PEOPLE WHO WEED 


CLEAWIWG 

SERVICES 



CALL US! 


ElectroHix 

rmrmsM 


Tel 604671 


STUDIO H AIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Seivid* . 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get> 

• JUMBO photo 
Mhm 30% imrpmr 

• From mniarpo- 
mmot 20 k 30 cm 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grimllays 
Bank. Phone; 604042 
Swefieh icl: 823891 



Same Day Service 
for all E6 films at . 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 

Wadi Saqra sir. 
Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tel : 633418 


Saudi Real Estate 

#1 

* 

Real Estate 
Agency 
In Town 


Rental Dept 
Call Soha 687821/22 



TEL: 621 775 FAX: 656270 
TLX : 23 0 23 ROB : 8l5 408 
AMMAN -JORDAN 


Furnished Apts. 

STUDIO - ONE BEDROOM 


P«H». Wre Uy. Mortfcty, 
RatM 

Rosonable Rotes 
® 828 717 

Granada House 

SttiQRCLE NEAR 
QWEBI ALIA COL. 




IhefMtbtol 
CWnweRMtaurant 
• Jh Jordan 

1st On^J^Aitvnan. near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 


Open daily l2$0-3:30 
•' pun. 

6:30rMkinigbt 

TeLsmm 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Rawing p<x is available. 

rtOaamaymvBhbN 

Opcndaily 1100-15-30 
18A0* 23:30 ■ 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 


Amman, Jordan 

Tel: 661922 


32 


CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, YarmouK 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near .Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequo for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

P‘ ra - 

«. 6:30 -Midnight . 


tv 



FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3£0pm 
7.30-11 .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Tbwwtis 3rd arete 


Tel: 659519 659520 


Omani Fish Restaurant 

AbOem-Jenhn Supamaricet BuUting 


Amman's No.- 1 Fish Restaurant 
Atmoaphare 

Opan daily tor lunch and dinner 
Rea sonabte Prices 
For Reservation and Take awey 
Tel: 824677 


MOVING? 


Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take care of the works, 

Door to Door. 


Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 


: i r -i» 7 v;t.- 
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U.S. plan to mobilise IMF gold 
reserves run into stiff opposition 


LONDON (Agencies) — A 
radical U.S. scheme to reduce the 
debt arrears of Hurd World na- 
trons which could involve selling 
gold they have paid to the IMF 
ran into initial scepticism from 
Washington's Western partners 
Thursday. 

Monetary officials in several 
European financial centres said 
the U.S. Treasury scheme posed 
a series of philosophical and prac- 
tical problems and did not seem 
V ffer a long term solution to 
retn in overdue loan repayments. 

And they warned it could 
further complicate deadlocked 
negotiations on strengthening the 
resources of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), a move 
managing director Michel Cames- 
&us says is essential to tackle the 
$13 trillion debt crisis. 

The U.S. scheme could — 
under one possible option — lead 
to the sale of jnst over three 
mflKrm ounces of the 103 nriQkm 
ounces paid to the IMF as part erf 
member nations subscriptions. 

That prospect sent jitters 
through international gold mar- 
kets Wednesday and prices at one 


point dropped by $6 an ounce. 
But prices steamed in Europe 
Thursday at around $416 an 
ounce and it remains far from 
dear whether any gold wQl in fact 
be sold. 


“It is literally a proposal and it 
seems unlikely it will win approv- 
al,” said Ted Arnold, metals spe- 
cialist at brokers Merrill Lynch. 
'The impact on the gold market 
coukl be zero.” 

Monetary officials said Italy, 
West Germanay and Britain had 
doubts about the scheme and 
were emphasising there could be 
other ways to Iking debtor na- 
tions back into tine — 11 now 
have arrears to the fond totalling 
more than $3.7 billion. 

Just bow the U.S. plan would 
work is not yet dear, but monet- 
ary officials say the starting po in t 
is the possibility of realising the 
di f fer ence between the nominal 
value of gold in the IMF’s books 
— 35 Special Drawing Rights, the 
IMF's currency, per ounce or 
about $46 — and the market 
value of around $416. 

The fund would therefore take 
the gold paid in by a debtor 
nation with serious arrears and, 
through open sales or private 
swaps with central banks, use the 
cash generated — about $370 an 
ounce — to offset outstanding 
debt obligations. 

The debtor nation would lose 
its voting power in the fund, 
which is determined by the size of 
its subscription, but monetary 
officials sa«d it might have the 
option of seeking new loans at a 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Thursday, February 1, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 


US. doBar 
Pound Seeding 
ITfayiilni Jtff itiflrlc 

Swiss haac 


Bay Sefl French franc 1 1SS 116.8 

6390 6650 rssr^ssj farl00) s i si 

l JSJ U ^ J 5 Swofchaown 107.5 108.6 

XZr? ItaSan Era (far 100) 52-9 53.4 

Belgian fianc (far 10) 186.9 188-8 


Belgian franc l 


186.9 188J 


Amman Financial Market 
weekly trading 

Following is a summary of trading during last week and the 
previous week: 


Daily average 
Total volume 
Total shares 
No. of contracts 


Industrial 


F inancial 

Service 

Insurance 


Jan. 2731 

JD 2,415,935 
JD 12,079,677 
4,961,060 
, 5,307 

Sectoral trading: 

JD 5375,475 
(44.5%) 
JD 4,627,631 
(38.3%) 
(14.6%) 
( 2 . 6 %) 


Jan. 20-24 

JD 3375,999 
JD 16379,997 
8390378 
7399 


JD 7,428,756 
(45.4%) 
JD 3,935,1 56 
(24.%) 
(27.0%) 
(3.6%) 


Share price index 
No. of companies 
Price movement (rise) 
(decline) 
(stable) 



LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.6810/20 

1.1860/70 

1.6815/22 

1.8965/75 

1.4948/58 

35.13/18 

5.7100/50 

1249/1250 

145.18/28 

6.1250/650 

6.4925/75 

6.4965/5015 

41735/417.75 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


SYDNEY — The market drifted to a weaker dose, pulled down 
by a sell-off among industrials and mounting concern about 
corporate financial problems. The All Ordinaries index fell 1.6 to 
1,6693. 

TOKYO — Shares dosed sharply higher with index-linked buying 
once a gain dominating trade. The Nikkei index rose 443.73 to 
37,650.15. 

HONG KONG — Blue chips recovered most of their losses on the 
day after active buying support emerged in afternoon trading. The 
Hang Seng index ended only 1.69 points lower at 2,73635 after 
plunging more than 40 paints in late morning. 

SINGAPORE — The exchange posted a record turnover for the 
second day, with 228.2 million shares traded by the dose. The 
Straits Times industrial index rose 2030 to 1349.13. 
BOMBAY — Share prices fell sharply on late long liquidation. 
The Bombay stock exchange index fell 7.93 points to 684.48. 
FRANKFURT — A tidal wave of foreign buying pushed German 
share prices to new all time highs. The DAX index gained 5239 
points to end at at a record 1,910.67. 

TflTprrn — Prices, supported by soaring German share, dosed 
hi gher after active trade. The SPI index gained 133 to 1,121.7.. 

PARIS — The market was buoyed by French and U.S. data and 
by gains on foreign equity markets. The CAC-40 index rose 29.17 
to 1,924.70. 

jmNDON — Prices edged up towards die dose as Wall Street 
managed to pnsh higher, but the market remained depressed as it 
hadbeen all week. At 1555 GMT the FTSE was 6.9 higher at 
2352.7- 

NEW YORK — Future-related buying pushed bine chips sharply 
higher into an area of technical resistance. The Dow cKmbed 20 to 



infer date from industrial coun- 
tries to repay arrears in a conven- 
tional way and restore its IMF 
credentials. 

The scheme was discussed by 
tiie IMF’s executive board in 
Washington Wednesday and 
looks likely to complicate the 
talks on quotas, winch dictate 
how modi a country can borrow. 

These talks have long been 
bogged down in a dispute over 
how to increase Japan’s spot in 
the fund’s ranking. 

The proposal could hit a wide 
range of countries which have 
fallen behind in the repayments 
of credits to the fund, induding^ 
Peru, Zambia, Sierra Leone, 
Vietnam amt Sudan. 

Pern made a token repa y me n t 
of $423 million of arrears last 
December but still owes around 
$750 million. 

Monetary officials said 
Washington was. frustrated at the 
failure to make a dent in arrears 
through other schemes such as 
arranging “support groups” of 
nations to raise new credits. 

As a result, U.S. negotiators 
have linked their agreement on a 
rise In the IMF’s basic resources 
or Quotas to agreement on a 
tougn new initiative to tackle the 
arrears problems. 

Without the backing of major 
industrial nations, which have a 
large share of fund voting power, 
the plan wifi fail to meet the 85 
per cent approval needed from 
152 member nations. 

The problems are both philo- 
sophical and practical: 

— Countries with serious 
arrears to the IMF are in any case 
ineligible for new borrowings so 
they have little to lose. Other 
developing nations which have 
not shd into arrears and will not 
be allowed to realise the market 
value of their gold mAy well argue 
they are being penalised for stick- 
ing to the rides. 

— Camdessus is thought to be 
against nsmg gold reserves, long 
regarded as inviolable. Some offi- 
cials argue the plan is no lasting 
solution to the arrears problem 
and begs the question whether 
the fund would have to sell gold 
again in a few yean. 

— The U.S. scheme envisages 
mobihsiug the profits from about 
three milKo n ounces of gold paid 
into the IMF’s reserves by those 
developing countries in arrears. 
But at current prices that would 
realise only a lithe over $1.1 
bflfiou or about a quarter of tbe 
total arrears to the fund. 

— There are fears the gold 
could not be sold or swapped to 
central banks without di srupt in g 
tiie gold market The Wet Ger- 
man finance ministry said 
Wednesday it had begun a review 
with tiie Bundesbank of the con- 


sequences of gold sales. 

One of tiie biggest worries is 
that sales would depress the inter- 
national gold price and with it the 
value of central banks’ foreign 
reserves where die metal tradi- 
tionally plays a tug role. 

Memiwhfle, Trcstay Secretary 
Nicholas Brady Thursday said he 
was satisfied with the achieve- 
ments of the United States’ 
mnch-<ritiGised Third World debt 
strategy; 

Brady said that the first agree- 
ment, with Mexico, would be 
signed Sunday and be predicted 
that another agreement would be 
completed by the middle of the 
month with the Philippines. 

He said that an agreement with 
Costa Rica was expected before 
the end of March and the debt- 
reduction packages could be 
readied with two of the Third 
World’s largest debtors, Vene- 
zuela and Brazil, this year. 

“I am very pleased with the 
progress that we have made in the 
attempts to alleviate Third World 
debt,” Brady said in answer to a 
question before the Senate 
Budget Committee. *? think a 
pattern is beginning to emerge 
whereby we can deal with these 
problems.” 

The administration’s debt 
strategy, often referred to as the 
Brady Flan, was unveiled in 
March 1989. It had an initial goal 
of cutting the debt of 39 countries 
to commercial banks by 20 per 
cent. 

The plan envisioned using in- 
centives supplied by tiie IMF and 
the World Bank to entice com- 
mercial banks to voluntarily for- 
give a portion of their old debt in 
exchange for guarantees that tbe 
reduced debt would be repaid. 

Critics, however, said the deal 
with Mexico, considered a test 
case for the plan, produced debt 
relief far below what had been 
hoped and that other ocuntries 
were even further from reaching 
agreements with commercial 
banks. 

But Brady said tiie debt plan, 
while setting “enormous goals,” 
had been working well in produc- 
ing a variety of debt reduction 
packages that will soon be signed. 

. “Starting from scratch this past 
year, we now have some of tiie 
maAinwy down, working rather 
smoothly so that we don’t have to 
r einvent the wheel every time we 
do one of these transactions,” he 
said. % 

On another topic, Brady ack« 
nowkdged that the administra- 
tion's proposal to cut the* tax on 
corporate profits envisioned that 
the measure would be enacted by 
March 1, a goal that Senate 
Budget Committee Chairman 
James Sasser ^aDed totally un- 
realistic. , 


Bofors cuts work force 

STOCKHOLM, Sweden (AF) — A.B. Bofors, Sweden’s biggest 
weapons producer, announced Friday it is firing another 500 
workers because of falling orders from the Swedish military. The 
decision, which takes effect July 1, follows a reduction last 
October by 1300 workers. Bofors had counted on continued 
orders from India, but they were suspended amid aOej^ttions tiutt 
Bofors paid bribes to secure a $13 buhon artillery sale in 1986. In 
all, the number of Bofors employees will be cut to about 3,000. 



I’m resting so i’ll have enough 
energy to take my nap 
after dinner.” 


THAT SCRAMBU3) WORD QAME 
a by Hanrl Arnold and Bob Lbs 


Unscramble tfwa* four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four anflnary words. 


YOWNS 


GEBOF 


SMEECH 


HIRSLE 




Aden to become free trade zone 

ABU DHABI, United Arab Emirates (AF) — South Yemen 
intends to turn Aden into a tree-zone post to boost trade, its 
Co mmunications Minister Sairfi Abdullah Mntfaana was quoted 
as saying Thursday. Mntfaana, in an interview with the United 
Arata Emirates newspaper A1 Ittihad, said the aim was “to revive 
Aden’s economy and trade activities and its strategic location.” 
Tbe Red Sea port of Aden was a booming facility in the time of 
the British occupation which ended in 1967. South Yemen then 
turned socialist, and generally restricted its dealings with the 
Soviet Union and other c ommunis t nations. The country has 
however recently begun opening up to the West and is pledged to 
unity within the year with the pro-Western neighbours in North 
Yemen. Muthana gaid that his mmfatxy had already launched 
projects to develop tiie port and a number of Arab and European 
companies sought to benefit from its services. “The port au t h or i ty 
in Aden has received more than 20 applications from Arab, 
Italian, British and German businessmen in tins respect,” the 
minis t er said. 


Kobr, 


banks reach agreement 


NYSE chief to retire this year 

upw YfiRJC (R) New ■ York Stock Ex chang e (NYSE) 

Chairman John Rrelan, the manjriw 
worst crash in history, said Thursday 

the helm of tbe nation’s fargratstack to 

year. Tbe NYSE said it regretfully aocep^Fh^spaans to 
retire and had appointed a committee to find a successor. u is 
expected to «m^terecommendations this Ph^ w|w 
wfiTturh 60 next year, is 

and determined leadership during the October 1987 stock -m™* 
crash when tiie world’s financial markets appeared on 
coQanse “It’s the nearest thing to a meltdown that I e ver warn 
see? said Pbebm after the Oct- 19 crash, in a oftea-reixated 
quote tht succinctly characterised tiie feelings erf the d^. J«m 
Phelan will be best remembered for tiie strong, steady leaderstap 

he has provided far tiie entire securities industry doting OTcotme 

most turbulent periods in its history,” said William Scfrreyer, 
din jjfnum and chief executive of Merrill Lynch and Company. 

Lawson joins Barclays Bank 


TEL AVIV (R) — Foreign and domestic creditors of Israel’s 
biggest industrial concent, Koor Industries, reached a fast-minute 
comprehensive early Friday to write off $255 million of debts, a 
finance ministry officials said. The c omprom ise was announced 
after three days in intensive negotiations on the conglomerate’s 
fate. “I drink we finished with the foreign banks. I suppose they 
will get approval from their management,” said Finance Minister 
Shimon Peres. Under the co m pro mis e, foreign banks will write 
off $75 milli on of the $250 million owed to them, a finance 

milli on they put up. Th^ded must be ratified by the 
foreign banks. The Koor board has extended a compete cessation 

of interest and principal payments pending a comprehensive 
solution, a senior company official said Tuesday. Hus followed 
the failure to meet Wednesday’s Anadlme. fas $6 nufikm in interest 
payments. 


fan ner chancellor of fas exchequer, who quit Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher’s cabinet after a row over who had control of 
economic policy, will spend two days a week on business 
connected with the parent company and its Barclays BankFLC 
subsidiary. “(Lawson’s) distinguished record at the helm of 
and financial policy in the U.K. make him a noteworthy 
addition to our board," Barclays chairman Sir John Quinton said. 
Lawson, who celebrates his- 58th birthday- next month, was a 
finarnwai journalist before being elected to parifament in 1974. He 
was made energy secretary in i981 and became cha n ce llo r of the 


an advisory role within tiie group with particular reference ■ 
brokerage division, Barclays De Zoete Wedd. 


U.N. agencies fear Third World 
could pay for East Europe aid 


ROME (R) — The United Na- 
tions’ biggest food agencies fear 
the West* s_ scramble to nourish 
r efo rmi st Eastern Europe with 
millions at dollars in aid will 
worsen the plight erf thousands of 
people facing famine ih the Third 
World. 

Pope John Paul, starting a tour 
of Africa’s poverty-stricken sahel 
region, said fast week that rich 
countries “cannot abandon their 
common and current responsibil- 
ity for the south” to help Eastern 
Europe. 

IBs appeal echoed the worries 
of the United Nations’ food agen- 
cies. 

‘“It’s a great worry. We’ve only 
got one pie, a lot more people 
want a slice of it — and it’s not 
getting any tagger,” said Paul 
Mitchell, spokesman for the 
Rome-bgsed World Food Prog- 
ramme (WFP), which handles 
nearly one quarter of tiie world’s 
food aid. 

The upheavals in tiie East Bloc 
have prompted a huge Western 
support ’ programme, including 
negotiations to set up a special 


development bank for tiie region 
and deliveries of em er ge n cy food 
aid coordinated by the European 
Co mmuni ty (EC). 

The WFP says Italy has slashed 
its own contributions to the agen- 
cy by two thirds for 1990, from 
$28 to $8 milli on, and put that 
into aid to Easton Europe. 

Rome has denied that the 
Third World will suffer as a result 
of its generosity to Eastern 
Europe but Italian Treasury 
Minister Guido Carii has himself 
questioned where* the extra, 
money will come from. 

Japan, rivalling, tins United 
States as a leading donor nation, 
last month pledged a package of 
aid and credits to Poland and 
Hungary worth $13 bfilkm. 

“Where’s tiie morality? how 
can Japan find milli ons erf dollars 
overnight to pump Into Eastern 
Europe? asked one senior aid 
agency official who declined to be 
named. 

“Obviously those countries 
need help, but nobody is dying of 
hunger in Eastern Europe. That - 
money could have saved lives in 


the Third World months ago,” he 
added. 

The Rome-based Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO), 
the U-N.'s largest agency, recent- 
ly warned against helping Eastern 
Europe “at tiie expense of tbe 
developing countries, where the 
need is still neat.” 

Director-General Edouard 
Saouma appealed for massive in- 
ternational help to combat 
fimrimf m E thio pia. 

“The world cannot allow a 
repetition of the disastrous 
famine that struck Ethiopia just 
.five years ago,” he said. 

Relief workers question the 
sending of emergency food aid to 
Eastern Europe. The EC has 
already approved more than $50 
mQHan in rood and medical aid fo 
Romania. 

. “Take Romania, Poland, Hun- 
gary — their daily calorie siqiply 
per head is greater than or equal 
to the supply in many Community 
countries,” raid one senior WFP 
official. ' 

“For tiie West, it’s more sexy 
to send money to the East Bloc 


than to the South. Public opinion 
loves it. And the Community sees 
it as a chance to - take former 
communist countries under its 
wing,” he added. 

Scan dinav ian countries, the 
most gen ero us donors to develop- 
ing nations, and the C ommunit y, 
harcjrfedged that help for East- 
ern Europe wifi be additional to 
Third World aid. - 

“The EC.. .is determinedto re- 
spond to the needs erf East Euro- 
pean countries, bat not at the 
expense of other areas. There is 
no contradiction, or competition 
between the two objectives,” EC 
spokesman Nico Weoter raid. 

The U.S. administration, 
among the biggest donors lb 
Eastern Europe so fin, said last 
mahth it wanted more BasSrSity 
in di s trib uti ng bfltionsof 'ikBaxs- 
in foreign aid so that it could give 
more money to tiie region 

Freadent George Bush's team 
has not-yet laid out the finer 
details of the 1991 foreign aid 
budget, which calls for $300 mB- 
Kqn in new aid for Eastern 
Europe. 


Iran ready to launch 5-year plan 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Ira- 
nian President Hashenri Ra£san- 
jani said his government can 
launch reconstruction now parlia- 
ment has given final approval to 
part of his $112 billion five-year 
Irfan, Tehran television repented 
Thursday. 

1 “This 'wifi be considered an 
important day in the history of 
our revolution,” he said in an 
interview recorded in Tehran 
Wednesday night. 

Rafsanjani, leader of Iran’s so- 
called pragmatists, has been 
fighting for weeks to get his five- 
year plan past radicals who 
dominate the 270-seat Majlis, or 
parliament. 


They oppose Rafsanjani’s 
efforts to mend ties with the West 
to end Iran’s isolation and attract 
badly needed foreign investment 
and technology. 

The radicals, led by farmer 
interior minister Ali Akbar 
Mohtashemi, believe foreign in- 
vestment and heightened contact 
with the West will pollute the 
revolutionary ideals dictated by 
the late Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini. 

Mohtashemi, who was elected 
to parliament in December after 
being dumped from government 
by Rafsanjani, said earlier this 
month that he opposed any direct 


foreign investment in Iran. 

The plan was passed by the 
Majlis after JBfiwmemTs succes- 
sor, Ayatollah Ah Khamenei, 
warned parliament not to ob- 
struct Rafifanjam in tiie national 
interest. 

Bat. tiie Islamic Republic News 
Agency (ERNA), also monitored 
in Nicosia, reported fast week 
that the 12-member Council of 
Guardians, -winch screens legisla- 
tion to ensure it (foes not violate 
the .tenets of Islam, sent part of 
the plan back to parifament for 
amendment. 

It fa stffi not dear which part of 
tire plan the Council of Guardians 


approved and whether parlia- 
ment has amended those parts 
tire counrit rejected.. 

Although Rafsanjani’s govern- 
ment had been seeking the Ml 
a p proval of tire plan bdore laun- 
ching it, his statem en ts appeared 
to indicate he will start moving on 
the plan now rather than wait for 
full approval by the Council of 


Rafsanjani served wanting on 
radicals who occupy many levels 
in tire government bureaucracy: 
“Those who will perform then 
duti e s in' implem enting thi^ plan 
will be encouraged, and those 
who hesitate wifi be questioned.” 


WHAT PIP SHEW, 
^CHARUE broum, 


WELL, SHE STARTED OFF BY 
5AYJN6 SOMETHING ABOUT * fW 
ALL HER YEARS OF TEACHING, "ANP 
THEN I MI55H? THE LAST FART... 


WHAT HORSEPOWER. 
SHOULP BE 
MIXEF WITH. 


No* orange the circled Mtara to 
farm the surprise answar, bs sug- 
gwwd try the above cwtoon. 


Answer here: 


Ysotsnfey'a 


(Anawtr* tomorrow) 

JumbiNE ELITE HEDGE LAWFUL T HROAT 
Answer: That letter mads ffl wfa—THE LETTER W 
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Graf records 50th amseeutivewm 


TOKYO (R) — Ste» Graf astt- 
pteted her 50th onsecotne tod- 
ies victory oa Friday when *be 
ovnaiK Lara Ssvciwnko of 
the Soviet Union 64). 6-3 to dWm 
her piece to the KroHfaib of toe 
Fan Pacific women's (emu* 
tountemem. 

Tbe 20-yeardd West German , ' 
enjoying the loegeet winning 
streak; m tear cutes’, had equalled 
her previous beat sequence of 46 
wira, iet in J988, when die beat 
American Patty Fendiek in the 
quarter-finals of test month's Au- 
stralian Open. 

She said: “I have been in • 
great streak. It is very difficult :to 
keep winning mat c h es, not tang 
matches, as I tost on fy twice test 
year."*" • 

Graf, tbe world number one* 
remains some distance away from 
estsbftshtoga new all -rime record 
for consecutive -victories in 
women's tennis. Tbe record erf 74 
is bdd by Martina Navratilova., 



GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHAMF 
4TAHHIW HtRKK 


WINNING DEFENSE 46 YEARS AGO 


Ncjlher vulnerable. South deals. 
. NORTH 

* 9 

9 109*5 
- 0 AKQ7 

• AJKJ t 

WEST ' 'EAST 

* KQI74S432 * J 

i? 7 9 643 2 

0 16 5 0 J 6 4 3 

♦ Q * 19973 


SOUTH 

* A M 

?ATQ1 

0 912 

# 6542 

The bidding: . . 

Sooth Wot North East 

19 4 6 4 NT Pin 

5 9 Pam .5 NT Ph 

7 9 Pm Pm Pw 

Opening lead: King of * 

How good were die bridge pfaycn 
of several generatio ns ago? TUs 
*rmnA \g from Milton Work’s Aac- 
tkm Bridge of I9M. .Wat sur p ri ses 
us is the note that ftwn pbped on a 
etimmnter min in 19291 - 
The game was auction bridge, so 
tbe bidding shown is as it might go 
today. . When North thaws interest 


in a grand slam by confirming poe> 
■endow of aB aces and w i rin g for 
Hogs, Sooth diagn oa c s correctly 
that Us ao&d hearts make sbooting 

for 13 tricks a worthwhile effort. 

We venture to ttii 
dedans* would have little difficulty 
fatfHHng the grand slam. Declarer 
wins the first trick and raffs a spade 
high. On this trick. East nust find a 
discard. If the defender stuffs a dia- 
mond, the long cud in d umm y sea 
up. fUmBariy,' a dub pitch allows 
dedarer to take four l ricks inthai 
suit. 

. Tbe winning defenre is Cor East to 
discard—* tramp! Now dedarer 
cannot avoid losing a minor-suit 
trick. If South cubes all four 
truinpt, dummy is squeezed before 
East. East simply whichev- 

er snit declarer Ida go from dummy. 
If declarer dtaewds a from tbe 

table on the fourth heart, the long 
chib in iris band is estabtished, but 
there is no entry to the dosed hand 
to cash the nick. 

ff they could defend that wdl in a 
commuter game, we would have 
dreaded crossing swords with those 
players at rubber bridge. It might 
haw proved to be as expensive 
pastime. 


THE.Dai'ly Grogsword 


ACROSS 
1 AddMonal ' 
abhr. 

5 Breakfast food 


IS Ja a cn ’ a aWp 

14 Br. author 

15 Hn. Chart** 
IS Prepare for 


23 Lika boar 
25 Rustle* 
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■ffVPffiBBBu jbbb 

iinaiiiiNiiig 

mummmmuummSSarn 


■bb^H 

PRIH3I 


JBBBBJddl 


■jB 

JJBBB 


ibb aianaai 

IBBdBBBBBBIM 
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nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnmn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnnnnnnn 
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nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel; 625155 


COMING TO 
AMERICA 


Performances: 3J0, fe3Q. &30 



DAVIS CUP 


Gref sakfc "I ton* U*s an wabc- 
ferabte record... lrt voy toffi- 
cttk to caScti op without fade." 

Grtrf fa* k« so qjrfyfowr ptey- 

t3»“AiseRtineG8bnctaSab*ti- 

at (three limes). Navratilova 
(twice), Pam Stoiwwd Arantxa 
Sanchez — riaoe Jinury 1987. 

* Graf wiH meet third seed 
Menud* Malceva of Switzerland 
in the semifinals on Saturday. 
Sanchez faces uuseedod Japanese 
Airiko Kijitmiu, who defeated 
tot n p ai t rio t Nana Miyajp 7-6 (7- 
2), 2-4, 6-3 on Friday, in the other 
senrifinal.- 

“I think the competition 
against Masada wifi be tough 
and it’s going lo be a longer 
match because rite is a good 
baseline player," Graf said. 

Malceva, 22, whose. agents 
have announced she w31 repre- 
sent Switzerland maead of her 
n ative Bulgaria (his year, beat 
Brenda Schultz of the Nether- 
lands 6-2. M3. 


Coe’s career ends in anti-climax 


Malaysia wins the opening games 


By Serene Hatasa 

Sped*) to die Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Malaysia beat 
Jordan to the opening matches 
of the Davis Cap tennis 
tournament Friday, adding 
pressure on tbe Jordanian 
team in tbe build-up to the 
qualifying matches sche du led 
for Saturday and Sunday. 

The presence of Her Majes- 
ty Queen Noor and a surprise 
visit by His Majesty King Hus- 
sein added excitement to the 
matches and lifted tbe spirits of 
the Jordanian team. But it was 
too much work for national 
team which had to deal with 
their highly professional com- 
petitors from Asia. 

Jordan’s Ayman Abu labor 
played tbe first game against 
Malaysia's number one cham- 
pion, Adam Malik, a profes- 
sional. Malik stunned the audi- 
ence with tris bullet-like ser- 
vices and expertise even 
though he acknowledged his 
Jordanian opponent’s capabili- 
ties. “Ayman is a good player 
but he seemed very nervous 
and very predictable," he said. 
The game ended with Malaysia 
winmng, 6:1, 6:0, 6:1. 

Ham A1 Ali, Jordan's best 
hope in tins tournament was to 
play next against Malaysia's 
number two champion V. Ser- 
vant. The game was action 
packed, with neck-to-neck 
scoring, keeping the audience 
on edge as the players took 



AUCKLAND, New Zealand 
(AP) — Sebastian Coe’s interna- 
tional track and field career en- 
ded in anti-efimax Friday when he 
was forced to pull out of the heats 

for tbe 1,500-metres at the Com- 
monwealth Games. 

But while there was disappoint- 
ment for Coe there was unex- 
pected joy for Kay Morley of 
Wales who completed a Welsh 
“double” in tbe high hurdles, 
winning in a games record time of 
12.91 seconds. 

Defending champion Sally 
GmmeU of England, the new 400 
metres hurdles champion, took 
the silver in 13.12 and her team- 
mate Lesley- Ann Skeete took the 
bronze in 1331. Australian Jane 
Flemming, who won the heptath- 
lon title, was fourth in 13.37. 

Olympic silver medallist Colin 
Jackson of Wales won tbe men’s 
100-metres hurdles title on 
Sunday. 


Australia won its eighth track 
and field gold when Simon Arkell 
won the pole vault with a clear- 
ance of 535 metres, a games 
r eco rd. Ian Tullett erf England 
look tbe silver at 535 metres and 
Simon Poehnan of New Zealand, 
the silver medallist in tbe decath- 
lon, was third with a deantce of 
5.20 metres. 

The women’s high and long 
jump finals were also being de- 
cided as was the women’s 10,000 
metres. The men’s discus 
was also due to be decided later 
Friday. 

Besides Coe’s withdrawal there 
were no surprises in the 1300- 
metres beats, with all the favo- 
rites including Peter Elliott of 
England winning through to 
Saturday’s final. John Walker, 
New Zealand’s veteran runner, 
also dmefa*! a place in the ‘blue 
riband’ metric mQe. 

Coe, 33, the double Olympic 


champion over 1,5000-metres, 
withdrew fir •? the heats an hour 
before be w* \jc to ran, suffering 
with a sore Croat and a lymph 
gland cfeon^’. 

Coe’s last race was the 800- 
metres final Thursday when he 
finished sixth. He was hoping to 
end bis career Saturday in die 
1,500 metres final. 

“I will come here and spectate 
tomorrow,” Coe said. “I want to 
watch my training partner and 
close friend Wendy Sly compete. 
Now Ftn a retired old spectator I 
hope they don't take my accre- 
ditation away.” 

The men’s 4x100 metres relay 
beats ended in controversy when 
Canada, Jamaica, Nigeria and 
Scotland protested England's 
second changeover in the second 
heat. 

They claimed tbe change be- 
tween Tony Jarre tt and John 
Regis was illegal. 


Ban! A1 All 

turns taking advantage points 
and keeping toe outcome un- 
certain until the final game. 
The excitement heightened in 
the second set, when both 
competitors ended the set with 
six games. Tiebreak was then 
used according to toe interna- 
tional laws of the Davis Cop 
tennis tournament. The result 
of the tiebreak was 7:2 for 


Malaysia, ending the game 
with Malaysia winning for tbe 
second time, 6-3, 7-6 (7-?), 6-2. 

“He (Selvam) is an excellent 
player." A1 Ali said. “He play- 
ed unbelievable back hands." 

According to toe audience 
and members of the Malaysian 
team, toe Jordanian team ex- 
erted great e ffort during toe 
eames. 


A1 Faisali crowned 

Upper House of Parliament Speaker Ahmad A1 Lawzi Friday 
pres en ted the Premier League Cup to A1 Faisali team re> p*ni« anrf 
the gold medals to members of the team after winning the 
championship. In the last game with A1 Ramtoa. toe runner-up; 
AJ Faisali received its first defeat of the season which was h»iH 
at Am m a n International Stadium. A1 Ramtoa by its triumph in 
toe last game came in the second place after A1 Faisali. A1 Faisali 
is scheduled to leave Amman for Baghdad on Saturday to 
represent Jordan in toe Arab Cooperation Council (ACC) Cup 
championship. Taking part in the championship alongside AI 
Faisali are Ismaili of Egypt, Ahb Sanaa of North Yemen and 
Zawra of Iraq. 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Sftimeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more Information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 682097 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SATURDAY FEBRUARY 3, 1990 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righler Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: A tainly need to avoid quick or im- 
. day when you are apt to have a pulsive decisions in business. 
Bi dden insp iration thil coold end jcoRITO. (Oooto23.oNo.cn.- 

5E>r£Sd miTEVSb , fr ? nd ‘ who hav ' 

^ Wishes different from your -own 
of your huger saastatKMB. should be catered to now. You can 

now come to a more agreeable 
ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) practical understanding with mate. 
Keep ducasrioos about money out SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
of period while having social plea- December 21) Look for some 
sures with interesting friends, cooperative friends who are in 4 
Many unfinished tasks can be position of power or authority, 
rightly completed at your borne. This is the time to put into long 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) desired ambitions at your borne. 
You can now go forward by dear- CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
-mg op obligations that have been January 20) Don’t let a practical 
■ Op hold. Yqm ag ad i m cnt ago you, : problem bring a sticky situation 
can d iicrinmiate jn whatever your between you and a good -friend, 
mutual wishes happen to be. Tim time is not yet to make those 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) changes to your dwelling. 

Invite chapter* into your home AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 

now; you have a good chance to ^ 19 j Entertain persons in your 

get dose companions and your home who at one time or another 

mate to get along better. have rendered you favours. Being 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to cooperative with mate will bring a 
July 21) Jaunts with friends to see flow of romantic happiness, 
kin, ne ighbours and dose com pan- nsCES: (February 20 to March 
^^illwork out happily. Yom «I£tempfad to fed your 

family and you wffl have a good views are the only right ones 

tune outside the doors of home. in business but Jisteu to experts. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Eo- Now you can invite charming part- 

courage friends who will*go out ners into your borne for a happy 

with you socially to cooperate with time: 

your wishes, fa any money matters Today’s dUM: If vour child were 

be sure you operate with anyone bom today be or she has all kinds of 

else who a involved. depth of interests and purposes 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September that are not at all nnderstood cm 
22) Pot off inviting a ssocia t es into toe surface so be sore you do not 
your home until a more convenient accept your child at face value, 
moment Don’t let some unex- Study dosely, to jondentand this 
peeled delays bold up jaunts with unusual personality who will not be 

attachment. t h warted in gaining his or her aim*. 



The Ohara School of Ikebana ^Japanese fresh flower arrange- 
ment) announces intensive courses for beginners and advanced 
level students starting reb. 13, 1990 for 6 weeks at the Khalil AI 
Rahman Society. 

The courses will be taught by Professor Masatoshi Tomita, a 
master cf the Ohara School in Tokyo. 


For more Information please call Mrs. Kabarftf at 
824302 and for registration at Aqaba Tours TeL 658014, 
1st Circle. Jabal Amman, bettreen Feb. 4 and Feb. 10, 


FOR RENT 


Unfurnished flat with telephone, second floor, three 
bedrooms, living, dining, sitting, veranda, separate facili- 
ties and central heating, own entrance, garage. (The 
buffd/ng consisting of two flats only). 

Excellent location in Shmeisani 

Pis. call (665658) 


The Cosy Atmosphere 
ForAGood 

Sauosfi&ame 


/Iribot' Fitness Center 

Tel. 823274 


except Friday, from 10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and from 3:30 
to 5:00 p.m. 


WANTED 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


A leading company in Jordan is seeking the 
employment of an executive secretary with the 
following qualifications: 


1) Good command of English language. 

2) Typing in both Arabic and English. 

3) Experienced in filing, correspondence and 
other related matters. 

4) Knowledge' of word-processor operation. 

Attractive salary and incentives are 
offered. 

Mail C.V. to P.O.Box 93 
Amman -Jordan. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

First floor, fully furnished, consisting of two bedrooms, two 
bathrooms, reception area, dining room, fully-setted 
kitchen, own telephone. At the 4th Circle, Jabal Amman. 

Contact telephone 671925 


REQUIRED 

Chef wanted for 4 st^r hotel operation. Must be 
experienced in Turkish/Arabic cooking. Com- 
petitive salary and benefits. 

Please reply in confidence with full C.V. and a 
recent photograph to: 

P.O. Box 921-087 
Amman - Jordan 


TO LET * 

TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

Each apartment consists of two bedroofns, living room, dining 
room, kitchen, telephone and central heating. 

Location: 7th Circle, Pizza Hut area 

Tel.: 812888 


FACSIMILE SETS FOR SALE 
AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

1/ Two SHARP facsimile sets "AMERICAN VERSION" 

2. One Canadian facsimile set "AVATEX EFAX-88" 
l he sets were never used. 

For further details please call: AI Muftah Establish- 
ment for Services and Trading - Amman, Gardens 
Street, Maram ^entre, Office 306, Telephone 690991. 



Free Valuable 
Prizes 

FOR ALWAHA 
SHOPPERS 


mm 




MM 


Just Shop & Get your 
Coupon Immediately. 

Good Luck! 

See you there - 7th Circle. 


Tel: 674111 



TWO HOOK 
' JUNCTION 



























Soviet troops likely to leave Europe by 1 995 


U.S. to cut number of troops 


In Europe to 225,000 — Cheney 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Hie Soviet Union is Kkely 
to poll all Its troops from Europe by 1995, bat the 
Western allies most remain wary of “the only nation 
on earth capable of destroying the United ^States,*" 
Defence Secretary Dkk Cheney told 
Thursday. 


Cheney said President George 
Bush’s new proposal that Mos- 
cow and Washington seek agree- 
ment on deeper troop cuts in 
Europe than previously contem- 
plated would “preserve... a vi- 
able, useful” U.S. mDitaxy pre- 
sence on the continent. 

Bush in his state of the union 
speech Wednesday proposed re- 
ducing U.S. and Soviet combat 
forces in Europe to no more than 

225.000 for each side — a drop of 

50.000 from the previous U.S. 
proposal at East- west troop re- 
duction talks now under way in 
Vienna. 

The state of the union address 
spoke of a U.S. troop ceiling of 
355,000, but that number would 
apply to NATO’s “central front,” 
basically Germany. The 225,000 
ceffing would be for all Europe, 
including U.S. forces in Turkey, 
Greece, Italy, Spain and Britain. 

Bush said that with “commun- 
ism crumbling” in Eastern 
Europe, die time had come to 
swiftly conclude agreements 
hunting conventional, strategic 
and chemical weapons. 

In testimony before the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, 
Cheney said “caution is stiD in 
order” in considering relaxing 


U.S. defences, even though Mos- 
cow is reducing its military spend- 
ing and is unlikely to initiate an 
attach an NATO territory. 

“The Soviet Union remains the 
only nation on Earth capable of 
destroying the United States,” 
Cheney mid, adding that even if 
all Soviet troops leave Eastern 
Europe, Moscow would retain its 
geographic advantage in the- 
event of a European crisis. 

He «*id it was important not to 
drop below a certain troop level 
in Europe. 

Sea. John Warner, the ranking 
Republican on the committee, 
sougbtand received an assurance 
from Cheney that die administra- 
tion would not consider gong 
beyond Bash’s latest troop-cot 
proposal in the foreseeable fu- 
ture. 

“This is the worst possible time 
to contemplate changes in 
strategy,” Warner said. 

Cheney estimated that the' 
225,000 U.S. troop level in 
Europe could be achieved “with- 
in a year or two certainly** after 
an agreement is ratified. But he 
said die troops would be sent 
elsewhere and not removed from 
mDitaxy service. 

However, Sen. Alan Dixon 


pressed Cheney as to why the 
Bush administration would wait 
for an arms control agree men t 
before reducing U.S. troops in 
figfat of moves by U.S. allies to 
cut their forces and pressures in 
die Eastern Bloc for the Soviets 
to leave. 

“They’re going to get out of 
Eastern Europe whether they like 
it or not without any agreement 
with the United States,” Dixon 
said. “They’re going to kick diem 
out. And we’re waiting here to do 
tilings until we have the agree- 
ment 

“Pm not saying strip until 
we’re naked. I’m saying do sensi- 
ble things now here in our coun- 
try even without agreements,” 
Dixon said. 


Cheney said the administration 
is not obirvioas to the need to 
reduce U.S. fences overseas, and 
has {dans to end U.S. op erati ons 
at several foreign bases. 

But to ensure the NATO 
alliance and a peaceful pro ces s , 
“we shook! not unflaterauy bring 
them home until we’ve got an 
agree me nt," Cheney said. 

At the White House, Chief of 
S taff John Smnnra «»*<! Bush’s 
new troop-cut proposal was not 
intended to {nop up a politically 
weakened Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev as he faces a 
critical meeting next week of the 
Communist Party Central Com- 
mittee. 

While adknosriedging dramatic 
changes in the political landscape 
of Eastern Europe, Cheney 'said 


the Soviets arc co nt i n u in g to 
modernise their strategic nuclear 
arsenal and will be more capable 
in tire 1990s to adapt new tech- 
nologies to weapons systems. ( 

Cheney said the Defence De- 
partment would present to Con- 
gress w i t hin a few months a. re- 
vamped five-year plan for troop 
levels, deployments, weapons re- 
quirements and other strategic 
issues in fight of the collapse of 
r wni n niikm in Fjwfw^ Europe. 

Among assumptions used 

in fhig planning fie said, IS that 
“die Soviets will be out of East- 
ern Europe or virtually out of 
Eastern Europe five years hence, 
that the go vernments of Eastern 
Europe will be democratically 
elected, non-Communst regim- 
es.” He called this “a very real 
possibility.” 

Remarks to the co mm ittee by 
Cheney and Gen. Colin Powell, 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, ap pe a red aimed largely at 
heading ofi any political momenr 

Iran fnwarH an immediate , radical 

reduction in U.S. military capabi- 
lities. 

“We must not shatter the 
armed forces,” Powell said. “We 
must not make them a shadow of 
strength.” 

Powell said the Defence De- 
partment’s b»t«gt aaiwa n na n t of 
the overall Soviet threat to U.S. 
security was based on acknow- 
ledgement of a “dramatic damna- 
tion” in the possibility of East- 
West conflict but also an unset- 
tling uncertainty about die fu- 
ture. 


Cosmonaut rides space motorcycle 


MOSCOW (AP) — A Soviet cosmonaut took a spin in space on a 
special motorcycle designed for rescuing spacemen, ana officials 
stud the vehicle's maiden journey outside the orbiting station Mir 
was a success. Flight Engineer Alexander Serebrov rode the cycle 
as far as 33 metres from the giant station, while mission 
commander Alexander S. Viktorenko stayed at Mb's exit hatch 
and monitored the operations. Soviet TV interrupted its regular 
programmes several times during die day for special coverage of 
the five-hour spacewalk. Live p ict ur es showed Serebrov, 45, 
attached to a tether anchored on Mir as he prepared to ride the 


cycle. A taped report showed the Cosmonaut, with his left side in 
foe sun and right in shadow, slowly riding away from Mir, his 
image growing smaller. A correspondent, emphasised the drama 
of floating in space while connected td Mir only by a rope. He told 
viewers m the ni ghttime newscast Vremya it was “risky and 
dangerous work.” But TASS said the results of the 33-metre test 
ride and three five-metre trips were good. “Its easy operation and 
good manoeuvrability were confirmed,” the news agency said. 
Further tests are planned Monday. 


113 dead in China river collision 


PEKING fR) — As many as 113 people were killed when a 
passenger ferry and an oO tanker collided on China’s Yangtze 
River last week, according to an official report reaching Peking 
Friday. The Thursday edition of foe Shanghai Liberation Daily 
said the Donggua feny with 151 people mi board collided with the 
Daqing tanker near Anqing in China’s eastern province of Anhui 
cm Jan. 24. Rescue workers recovered the wreck of the feny last 
Monday and found 56 bodies. Altogether 70 people were 
confirmed dead and 43 still missing, the daily said. Thirty-eight 
survived the disaster. Many of the passengers were travelling 
home for foe lunar new year festival The daily said an 
investigation had begun. It did not indicate what caused foe 
accident. Feny accidents are common on the crowded Yangtze, 
China’s longest river. 


VOA eliminates 6 language broadcasts 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Die Voice of America (VOA) has 
informed employees that budget cuts have forced the elimination 


of six of its 43 language broadcasts, silencing foe U.S. govern- 
ment’s radio station on three continents. “We are doing to 
ourselves what 30 years of Soviet ja mming co uldn’t do,” VOA 
Director Richard W. Carlson told hundreds of broadcasters, 
editors and engineers. “This is the toughest and saddest day of my 
professional fife.” Going off the air by April 1 will be foe Turkish, 
Greek, Slovenian, Lao, Uzbek and Swalnfi services. The 57 
employees of those services will lose their jobs. Efimmafion of the 
six services will save VOA $2.9 million, officials said. VOA, 
wfakh has been providing news and entertainment to millions of 
listeners since 1942, has been grappling with budget cuts for 
several years. Since 1987 it has laid off more than 200 people, shot 
down five bureaus in the United States and abroad, and 
eliminated hundreds of radio hours in various languages. “If we 
don’t get budget relief, more cuts could be possible," said 
Carlson. Carlson said VOA and its parent, die U.S. Information 
Agency, had decided that “amputation” of several services was 
preferable to “dismemberment” of broadcast departments across 
the board. The selection of foe services to be eliminated was made 
in accordance with a list of priorities that takes into account the 
geopolitical importance of foe t a r ge t e d countries and the availa- 
bility of other foreign- media there. 


Thatcher rules out smear campaign 


LONDON (AP) — Newly discovered documents about an 
operation to discredit the Irish Republican Army (IRA) in foe 
1570s contain no evidence of a smear campaign against British 
politicians. Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher said Thursday. But 
lawmakers who claim they were targets of such an operation 
nressed for a full inquiry, wanting the all e ga ti ons would not 
disappear otherwise. “The time has come for a full, open and- 
honest uncovering of these tilings, so that people in Northern 
Ireland can know that this has come to an end, the dirty tricks that 
wer e carried on,” said the Rev. Ian Paisley, the province’s 
mili tant Pro t est a nt leader. Paisley, described as a target of 
smears, had been leading o pp o si tion to gov ernment policy daring 
die 1970s. For years, Mrs. Thatcher has denied allegat ion s by 


against the Irish Republican Army and some politicians. 
Wednesday, she acknowledged in a letter to a Conservative Party 
lawmaker that jier st atements had be en b ased on false informa- 
tion from civil servants. British ministers are forbidden to 
arawiine papers of former administrations and must rely on facts 
given to them by civil servants. Her letter was released one day 
after her gov ern ment c onfirm ed the existence of a cov er t 
operation code-named “clockwork orange” to feed lies to 
journalists reporting from Northern Ireland, where the IRA is 
fighting to end British role. 


Baker backs Gorbachev 


plan for 35 nation summit 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Secret- 
ary of State James Baker gave 
qualified approval Thursday ‘to a 
proposal by Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev for a 35-na- 
tion summit meeting next year to 
sign a treaty to reduce troops and 
tanks in Europe. 

Baker told foe Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee that such a 
meeting could also provide a 
framework to deal with foe ques- 
tion of German reunification. 

But he said the Soviets first 
must agree to the principle Hint 
free elections are a human right. 

And, Baker said, holding the 
35-nation summit meeting would 


depend an completing the treaty 
NATO and Warsaw 


to reduce 
Pact troops and non-nuclear 
weapons in Europe. 

Negotiations in Vienna are 
progressing, although Baker said 
there is dis ag ree m ent on how to 
deal with combat aircraft and 
he licopters. 

The 35-nation conference 
would bring together the Unfteg 
States, Canada, foe Soviet Un- 
ion, the Vatican and all the coun- 
tries of Europe except Albania. 
The same 35 the Hefamki 
agreement of 1575, which prom- 
oted human rights and, in effect, 
recognised foe post- World War II 
borders of Europe. 

Democratic Sen. Joseph Biden 


Jr. had urged the ad minis t ra tio n 
of President George Bush to 
accept Gorbachev’s proposal. 

Baker will hold talks next 
Thursday and Friday in Moscow 
with Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard She v ardnadze and poss- 
ibly Gorbachev. Baker’s endorse- 
ment of the s u mmit proposal, 
although qualified, represented 
another «ttwnp t by the Bush 
administration to back the Soviet 
leader. 

Baker said the United States is 
p r ep are d to normalise relations 
with Nicaragua if this month’s 
elections are certified free and* 
fair and if the Sandiirista govern-* 
meat halls its s up po r t fo^ leftist 
guerrillas in neighbouring El Sal- 
vador. 

“Ewe determine foitk is. free 
and fair ... and we determine that 
they have indeed stopped their 
support of subversion m neigh- 
bouring countries or in other 
places in Latin America, then 
we’d be prepared' to normalise 
our relations with that govern- 
ment,” Baker told the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee. 

Baker said, however, that it 
W 2 S important duttfac 
government relent and admit 
members of President Bush’s 
congressional observer team to 
watch election preparations and 
the Feb. 25 baflotmg. 


Bulgarian Communist Party 
congress elects new leader 


SOFIA, Bulgaria (AP) — A 
moderate reformer became foe 
new bead of the Bulgarian Com- 
munist Party Friday after . a 
marathon closed session that 
ousted top old gdard leaders from 
foe new supr e m e party councfl. 

Alexander Lflov, a party veter- 
an sh u nt e d until the ouster 
of hard-finer Tudor Zhivkov as 
pasty leader in November, has 
said he recognises the need for an 
overhaul of the party before mul- 
tiparty elections in May. 

Outgoing party boss Petar 
Mladcnov, who replaced 2Sar- 


s upre me council is Premier Geor- 
a Atanassov, who resigned 
Thursday with his 22-mcmber 
cabinet after coming under sharp 
criticism during die emergency 
‘ congress for failing to solve 
— ia’s growing economic 


kov, will remain as state presid- 
A** in a bow to r efor m drives 
and his faking health, he had 
proposed that the head of the 
Co mmun ist Party ami the head of 
the state be separated. 

Among those not on the new 


Atanassov’s resignation was 
necessary “to farm a cabinet on a 
board national basis,” said foe 
Bulgarian news agency (BTA). 

But Atanassov’s government 
will continue to serve until the 
parliament acce pt s its resigna- 
tion, BTA said. No date was 
given for a parliament session to 
consider foe resignations. 

Dying to appease opposition 
demands for power-sharing, the 
communists have made a vague 
pro p osal for a government of 
“national concord” to rule until 


the country’s first postwar multi- 
party elections in May. 

But the opposition so far has 

been reluctant to accept foe offer 

|wyn» die Communists, ha- 
ven’t specified -how much power 
will share. 

red with their East Bloc 


fo ^wms 


neighbours, Bulgarian Common^ 
ists have given up'relativety little 
power, boisteredby a century of 
roots in foe nation’s politics and a 
relatively weak, although grow- 
ing, opposition. 

-Die ejection. of the new 131- 
member pofiCT-makmg council, 
■jess than half the size , of the 
Central Committee it replaces 
under new party rules, was 
announced after 19 hoots of re- - 
portedly sharp debate. 

The council is to meet monthly 
and set policy. 


U.S. seek 


to increase 


aid for 


El Salvador 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. State Department has 
xd a proposed $55 mQ- 


fion increase m economic assist- 
ance for El Salvador as Salvado- 
rean President Alfredo fVfctiarri 
h epdftd into high-level meetings 
here. 

Before the formal announce- 
ment, an adarimstxation offifMi 
had confirmed a published report 
that an aid cut was planned, but 
tiie official figures mowed $284 
milli on proposed for El Salvador 
for fiscal 1991 co mp ared with 
$229 millio n for the c u r ren t year. 
The official was unavailable after- 
ward to explain foe discrepancy. 

Other Central American conn- 
tries, however, were cut back as 
part of a general reordering of 

p rioritie s foe a dministrati on is 
ihuWfakmg in light qf. additional 

dates on the aid programme in 
Panama and Eastern Europe. 

Military aid to El Salvador 
would undergo a slight increase in 
fiscal 1991, to $91.4 million from 
foecozrent level of $84.6 million. 

The adminis t ra t i on has been 
concerned tint Congress may im- 


pose sharp cutbacks on El Salva- 
dor in response to c ontinuin g 
hitman rights' abuses in that 
country. 


Bush reiterated his strong sup- 
port far Cristiam daring a photo 
session at the White House. 

In the face of congressional 
lailkisita over alleged military in- 


volvement in the slaying of six 
Jesuit priests, Bush praised Cris- 
tiam for arresting four officers 
and four soldiers in the case. 

“I know of his commitment to 
democracy,” Bush said. “I have 
been very impressed with the 
courage be has shown in going 
after those who have broken the 
law in hs country,” be said. 

Cristiam earlier wept to Cap- 
itol Hffl for a meeting with key 
House of Representatives Demo- 
crats including speaker Tom 
Foley, majority leader Richard 
Gephardt, and Congressman Joe 
McwJdey, head of a House task 
force looking into El Salvador. 


Angolan army reportedly 
captures rebel stronghold 


LISBON (R) — The Angolan 
army s»d Friday it had captured 
the south-eastern rebel stron- 
ghold of Mavina in some of the 
fiercest fighting in the country’s 
15-year aril war, the Portuguese 
News Agency (LUSA) said. 

LUSA quoted a military source 
as saymg mere were thousands of 
casualties from both sides when 
government troops overran the 
UNTTA-held town Wednesday. 

UNITA (National Union for 
foe Total Independence of Ango- 
la) officials in Lisbon were un- 
available for immediate cmn- 

UNITA officials in Lisbon con- 
tacted later reported heavy fight- 
ing overnight in foe region bat 
denied that the town had fallen. 

They said that as of early morn- 
ing Friday, gove r nment troops 
were stiD 36 kilom e tres from 
Maringa. 1 . . 


UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi 
broke off a European tour 
Wednesday tolead ms men in 
battle and upon his return to 
Angola announced an all-out . 
offensive against the Cuban- 
backed nrititaxy. 

LUSA said g ove rnm ent troops 
supported by MiG-23 planes, 
heavy artillery ■ and a rmo u red 
tanks had broken rebel defences 
an the Lomba RiVer in the final 
phase of an offensive launched 
around Christmas. . 

The military source told LUSA 
that the army now needed to 
consolidate its p os i ti o ns in cap- 
tured ground. 

Maringa is a strategic basewith 
an air strip and hospital. It stands 
on the route to UNITA. head- 
quarters at Jamba in the south- 
east corner of Angola and servees 
as a time from which to launch 
attacks into the interior. 


Romanian front , opposition 


to 



BUCHAREST, Romania (AP) 
— Romania’s revolutionary gov- 
ernment agreed Thursday to 
share power with the opposition 
until Romania’s first free postwar 
elections on May 20. 

The National Salvation Front 
(N5F), winch go ve rns tinoojfo an 
11-member ruling counci], wul be 
replaced by a new panel that will 
include political parties “who are 
competitive, without regard for 
their political colour,” said Cazi- 
mir Ionescu, vice presiden t of the 
outgoing gover ni ng counciL 

The front has been facing de- 
mands that it stare power or 
resign. 


mam 
1 The 


groups. 

other seats will go to 
non-pofitical members from “all 
strata of the population from 
around the c ountry, including 
people who participated in foe 
revolution,” he said. 

The new council will convene 
on Feb. 9, he said. Campeamx 
said a new president wul be 
elected by the new cotmriL . 



Crime increases 
in Brunei 


BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, 
Brand (R) — A sharp rise m 
killings and suicide is worrying 
authori ties in the Sul tanate of 
Brunei, police said Body . The 
n um ber of cases of murder rose 
to five last ye^amiparedtoqnty 

one in 1988 and of suicide to six 
from four, Haji Abdul Rahman • 
H amid, head of the Police Crime 
Division, . told reporters. The 
230,000 people of Brand, located 
.bn the northern coast of Borneo 
Island , enjoy one of the. world’s . 
highest per capita incomes, pay 
no taxes have free e du catio n -, 
and medical care: Haji Abdul ; 
Rahman said 11 people were 
arrested in connection with right 
cases of rape reported last year,.': 
down from 15 cases in 1988, bat 
no one has-been convicted so far 
because it was difficult to deter-- 
mineif the reports were genuine. 
He said in some cases women 
“cry rape” because they had 
engaged m premarital sex, which 
is illegal in Muslim Brunei, and 
feared foe. anger of their parents. 
He said more young Branegans, 
particularly school leavers and 
jobless youths, were faffing into, 
bad company and turning to anti- 
social behaviour. 


Report off royal 
killings found 
in bank vault 


LONDON (AP) — The coded, 
telegram from Bolshevik revoto- 
tionaries reportedly teffing of foe 

flf Rn arian Pnr f Bchh . . 

las H and ins family in 1918 wffl 
be sold at auction, Sotheby’s has ' 
saxL The telegram was hidden in 
a bank vault for nearly 70 years 
among a mass of papers left by 
the original investigator of .the. 
Char’s death, according to aoo- 


. Also Thursday, at the trial of 
four of Ceausescu’s top aides, .the 
prosecution demanded that foe 
defendants be convicted of a 


more severe come — • co-an- 


A front proposal earlier Thurs- 
day 'for expansion of the ruling 
council and establishment of a 
“mini-parliament” with veto 
power over the government was 
dropped. • 

In die new Council of National 
Unity, each of the 29 parties and 
foe front wfll have three seats for 
a total of 90 seats, said Radu 
Campeanu, leader of the Nation- 
al Liberal Party, one of die three 


to genocide.” 

The four — former Communist 
Party Secretary Entil Bobu, third 
in the Ceausescu hierarchy after 
foe dictator and his wife; former 
Interior Minister Tbdor POstefan- 
cu and former poKtburo members 
Manea Manesacu and Ion Dinca 
already have pleaded guilty to a 
charge of “complicity to geno- 
cide” and admitted backing 
Ceansescu’s orders to shoot de- 
monstrators during last month’s 
revolution. - - 


Bonn awaits German unity, on its own terms 


BONN (R) — West Germany, 
confident it will soon forge a 
single German state on its own 
terms, has writte n off East Bar- 
tin’s Communists as players in tire 
high-stakes poker game over 
reunification. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl re- 
jected Prime Minister Hans Mod- 
row’s offer of a united but neutral 
Germany Thursday, saying be 
would pursue his vision of a single 
fatheriaad with the new govern- 
ment that em e rges from free eleo- 
tions next month. 

Kohl spent Thursday afternoon 
in West Berlin discussing strategy 
for the March 18 polk with sever- 
al conservative East German 
potitidans Ins Christian Demo- 
cratic (CDU) Party wants to sup- 
port agai ns t the Communists. 

Modrow’s plan, a stunning 
admission of Communist political 
bankruptcy after 40 years of de- 
fending a separate German state, 
was “too little and too late” for 
Bonn to take seriously, a Western 
diplomat said. 

“It was a last gasp, both politi- 
cally and personally,” said the 
envoy, who saw the move as 
desp erate bid to fight a gfifent a 
rapid collapse of state auth ori ty 
and the continued exodus of 
more than 2,000 East Germans a 
day to the West. 

In a frosty reaction to the most- 
breath-taking concession made 
by an East German leader. Kohl 
decla r ed: “We wfll come to an 
agreement on foe steps along the 
way to .German unity with a 
government that emerges from 
free elections in East Germany. 

“The West German govern- 
ment Is pre par ed to start these 
talks immediately after March 
18,” he said in a statement 


Bonn's brush-off reflected its 


growing conviction that East Ger- 
many’s crisis is so deep that its 
leaders have no choice but to 
agree to West German terms. 

“The West Germans are calling 
the tune,” another diplomat said. 
“They can have unity when and 
how they tike it” 

A Boon official demonstrated 
the Kohl government’s confi- 
dence by playing down tire neut- 
rality call even though it was 
dearly backed by Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev, who 
announced Moscow’s about-turn 
on German unity during Mod- 
row’s visit Tuesday. 

“Neither neutrality nor a step- 
-by-step plan are dements that we 
could accept,” .said the official, 
who asked not to be named. “We 
had expec te d for some tune that 
Moscow would want a price for 
unity, and neutrality would be 
that price.” 

“But that is not acceptable and 
the Soviet Union must know it. 
The last word has not yet been 
spoken.” 

Until now. Kohl has been care- 
ful to pubbdy support Modrow to 
help avoid chaos in East Ger- 
many. He used this argument to 
fend off critics who w an ted him to 
caned Modrow’s first visit to 
Bonn on Feb. 14-15. 

The chancellor, who wfll now 
only discuss em er gency aid for 
East Germany with Modrow, will 
also meet his c oun ter part at the 
world ec on o mi c fo r um in Davos, 
Switzerland Saturday. 

In recent weds, Bonn has 
been quick to pile on the pressure 
when Modrow tried to revive the 
hated security police ami pass a 
restrictive election law against an 
outcry of protest from the opposi- 
tion. The prime minister hacked 
down on both counts. 


Th e Western CDU has also 
started campaigning against the 
East German Social Democrats 
(SPD), the front-runner among 
the opposition and sister party to 
the West German SPD challeng- 
ing Kohl in a general election m 
December. 

“The West Germans are trcat- 
• mg tiie East German elections as 
if they were just another state 
election here,” another Western 
diplomat commented. “It’s 
almost as if the only issue now is' 
the effect that th$ election will 
have on the election here.” 

As if to illustrate tiie ground- 
swell hurtling the Germans to- 
wards reunification, West Ger- 
man television reported East 
German Evelyn Grossmann’s 
gold medal at foe European skat- 
ing drany onafaip s in Leningrad 
Thursday as if it were a victory 
for a local favourite. 

Interviewing her and third- 
placed West German Marina 
Kiehnann, it screened only their 
home towns — Karl-Marx-Stadt 
and Dortmund — under their 


“There’ll be a few parties going 
on now.” 

But the joy was tempered by 
doubts about the four-step unity 
plan unveiled by Modrow 
Thursday. 

A significant minority of peo- 
ple in both halves of the dty said 
they were -worried about the 
possible re-emergence of a Ger- 
man: 


his 70s. 


Meanwhile Berliners could 
hardly believe what they heard — . 
a Communist prime minister caB- 
ing for thier dty divided for de- 
cades to be turned once 
into the capital of a united Ger- 
many. - 

“It can’t be true,” gasped a 
middle-aged woman near the 

East German pa rliam ent braid- 
ing, her Berlin accent thick and 
rich. “It would be so wonderful to 
get foe ’Old city txafotions back, 
make ft like it once was.” 

, “Fan tastic. People here have 
dreamed of this for so long,” said 
•JucTgen Behrendt, 19, as be 
stood at the entrance to a fast 
food restaurant in West Bexfin. 


it would bring to East Germany’s 
16 million people. 

Berlin, the heart of the 18th 
century Prussian Empire and 
ca pit al of Bismarck’s newly-un- 
ited German nation in the late 
I9th century, was divided after 
Hitler’s Third Reich collapsed in 
1945. Much of its superb, 
archi te c tu re turned into rubble 
after six years of war. 

It was since been administered 
by the World War II allies the 
Soviet Union, the United States, 
Britain and France. 

For 28 years until last Novem- 
ber, the concrete wall master- 
minded by disgraced East Ger- 
man Communist chief Erich Hon- 
ecker divided the city and its 
people. On one side stood a' 
guttering showcase of c apita list 
excess, on the other a shabby and 
polluted monament to StaHmsm. 

Now, with Honedcex’s hardlin- 
ers swept away and the wall 
breached throughout tiie dty 
people mix freely on both tides. 

“It softs me just fine,” said 
Karl Grote, 55, an East Bexfin 
gfassworker. “It doesn’t bother, 
me that the West Germans would 
take, ns over, fi would mean tiie. 
dty would be bad: fike ft was/ 
and anything would be better 

than this.” 

“Look at that bloody parlia- 
ment bufldnfa,” said Hranz-Diet- 
rich Wittstock, a West Berliner in 


“It’s so ugly and they knocked 
down a castie to build ft. Once it’s 
one dty again, we can start to 
restore ft property.” . 

He dfemrosed as alarmist un- 
ease in countries Eke Britain and 
France over the possibility of a 
mighty German state rising once 
again to stamp all over Europe. 

“I know what Fm talking ab- 
out. I was in the Hitler youth and 

f t taken prisoner in Russia, and 
tell you ft will not happen 
again,” he said. “People outride 
don’t understand. We are demo- 
crats now and well stay that 
way.” 

But other Berliners were less 
happy about tiie idea of speedy 

I' HIHl flWtfMW - 

“7 don’t want ft to happen until 
we in the East can contribute 
something,” said Martina Gese, 
15. “It’s a question of human 
pride, we don’t just w ant to be 
swallowed up by the West Ger- 
mans. Tbey^re so ar rog ant .” 


4 But she, saw tittle practical 
alte rn a t i v e 'to unifiction, saying: 
“The economy here is so wretch- 
ed, we can’t fend for ourselves.” 
Other people also yoked un- 
ease about Modrow’s use of the 
phrase “muted fatherland,” with 
jts echoes of a past tint most 
Germans have spent mace than 
40 years trying to shake off. 

“1 thought German unification 
would cope by tire year 2000. 
Now it looks as if it might even 
come this year. The speed of 
evens has beat unbeSevaMe,” 
s aid G erhar d Wes tpbal, a West 
Berlin taxi driver. 

“Tm ! not exactly jumping up 
and down with a- 

will .be a better Genmnyfoat 
emerges.” ' / ' Ti- 


tian house officials. The papers 
will be auctioned in London on 
April 5, Sotheby’s said. The auc^ 
tton house would not efisdreetbe. 
owner’s name or say exactly 
where the papers were combated. 
“The owner knew that ber uncle 
called- them his ‘d y na mi te ; 


had do idea of whalfoey 
said John Stuart, Soti^iy’s conr. 
sultant cm Russian art and his- 
tory. An auction estimate jhf 
£300,000to £500,000' ($500,0003) 
$840,000) has been put On tiie 
papers. ‘There fa interest in than 
eveiywhens.lt Eartdear whether 
the Soviet gov ernm ent wfll buy 
them,” Stuart said.. Stuart said 
the owner ft a descendant of 
Prince Nikolai Orlov who vmt 
into exSe in France after the 
Russian Revolution. He said 
Orlov inherited the papers in 
1924 cm tiie death of ms feQow- 
exite -Nikolai Sokolov. - 


2,000 goats shot 
to save island 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Two 
thousand, hungry goats have 
been shot to preserve the ddkate 
ecology of an island off southern 
California, conservation officials 
have said.' Another 500 


were spared on Santa 
Island, a number of ofluxals oon- 
sukxed' to be “manageable,” -said 
Penelope. O’Malley, a spokes- 
woman ' for the island's conser- 
vancy. She said the killings were 
an “unfortunate necessity.” The 
goat herd- was eating «p grasses 
and shrubs, depriving native 

annuals, such as the island fox, of 

the food necessary for their sur- 
vival. The effort to trim the herd 
down to siz e began on Jan. 15 
when four professional sharp- 
shooters hired by the conserva- 
tory began shooting the animate 
The herd was established in the 
1800’s by Spanish migrinn'aiw 
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